Pastor’s corner — Easter 2008

Last Sunday when we began the holiest week of durdical Year and of the celebration of our fair
dor

mentioned the words of Archbishop Oscar Romero epakt Mass in the cathedral of San Salv

during which he was murdered on March 24, 1980:His.Eucharist is clearly an act of faith. This

body broken and blood shed for human beings engesras to give our body and blood uf

to

suffering and pain, as Christ did, not for self butbring justice and peace to our people. Letels b

intimately united in faith and hope at this momeént.

Well, today we are once more intimately unitedaith and hope with Christians all overﬂ
world. Isn’t it amazing that so many people stohte together some 2000 years later to celebral
ultimate happy outcome of an event which begarhénhumble birth of a vulnerable babe in Bet
hem? What is it that draws us together if not thtittide that that was the birth in human fleshofe
itself, and that, in the words of | Corinthians “L8ve bears all things, believes all things, hopé{
things, endures all things. Love never fails, nerats.”

We are all too aware that Christ’s passion boraduove still continues today in the Body
Christ, the people of God in the world. We sengech the cross in so many ways, in our own live
the lives of millions around the world. We also édw@ recognize that in as much as we do nothing
allow the passion of the Body of Christ to go uraitesl, we are as complicit as those who fal
accused, mocked Jesus, as those who caused leisrgyftieath.

But we are also sure in faith that because thiges#esus, out of love, mingled his humanity |
our own, taking upon himself all the burdens andaes of our human condition and was raiseq
God to new life, that we too have been given nésy that our lives are truly transformed. In thergds]
of today’s second reading (Colossians 3:1-4) wevéhiaeen raised with Christ ...(because our) lif
hidden with Christ in God.”

And so we can truly say that the Passion of Clwdst also ended, that His love has made

what was wrong, a love that endured all, a lové tieaer fails. Today we celebrate our firm conwni

that in Jesus’ death and rising we have been giwveapportunity for an ending as well as a new
happy beginning. In the resurrection of Jesus wee haeen given new hope, new meaning,
assurance that God’s love will journey with us ete@fife beyond the grave.

We only have to look at what happened to the fiishesses of the Easter event, to realize
like them we are transformed, not all at once,tbuhe extent that they came, and now we come
slow but growing awareness of the transforming paviehe Spirit in us. Because he had realized
he had lied, how he had denied knowing Jesus, Betapted Jesus’ love and the transforming p
of the risen Lord in him and he became the roclddehder, the untiring preacher of the Good Ne
Over the last two thousand years this same Spstttansformed “clouds of witnesses”, the com
nity of the faithful to which we also belong. Onktlose was Archbishop Oscar Romero who iny
us: “To each one of us Christ is saying: If you tvgour life and mission to be fruitful like minep
like me. Be converted into a seed that let itselfooiried. Let yourself be killed. Do not be afraid.
The Lord goes with you.... If we illuminate with hotiee longings for justice, peace, and goodnesq
we still have on this earth, they will be realiz&those who have put in their work a feeling of ¢
faith, of love of God, of hope for humility, findlahat work now overflowing in the splendors o
crown. Such has been the reward for all those whwatk, watering the earth with truth, justice, dq
and kindness. These deeds are not lost; purifigtidgpirit of God, their effects are our reward.”

Have a beautiful and wonderful Easter! Fr.ROIR,
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Saanich Peninsula Parish

A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Box 2116, Sidney, BC, V8L 3S6 web-site: www.spparish.com e-mail: spparish@shaw.ca
Parish Office: 656-7433 , Fax 483-1597, Rectory: 652-1990
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8:30am - 12:30pm
RECONCILIATION Saturdays 4:00 - 4:30pm, or by appointment.

PASTOR: Father Rolf Hasenack, O.P. PARISH COORDINATOR: Neil Lensen
PASTORAL COUNCIL: Chair, Bob Fowler, 655-3078

EUCHARIST AT ST. ELIZABETH'S EUCHARIST AT
10030 Third Street, Sidney

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION
7742 West Saanich Road, Brentwood Bay

Saturdays at 5pm, Sundays at 10:30am Sundays at 8:30am
Daily at 9am Tuesdays, Wednesdays Last Friday at Saanich Peninsula Hospital at 11am
& Thursdays and First Fridays Remaining Fridays at 9am in a private home
Liturgy of the Word at 9am on Mondays See inside bulletin

EASTER SUNDAY
MARCH 23, 2008

Acts 10:34, 36-43/ Col 3:1-4/ 1 Cor 5:6-8 /

John 20:1-18 / Luke 24:13-35

HE 1S RISEN!g_

MISSION STATEMENT
Let us be open

accepting individuals
sensitive to change
and willing to take
Courses untraditional,
unknown to us.
Let us live as

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

NEW TO THE PARISH? WELCOME!

Please fill out the information below so we can get to
know you. Pick up one of the blue information pam-
phlets next to the bulletins in the foyer so you can get
to know us. .

Name

Phone#

Need donation envelopes? Yes No

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo




PARISH REPORT

COLLECTIONS

March 2nd $4,348.50
March 9th $3,803.00
March 16th $4,114.75
Share Lent (up to Mar.16th) $3,853.76
PAD'’s $2,435.00

We welcome into our faith community in
Baptism:

Cathy Swain, adult catechumenate from the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults.

COVENANT

ST. MARY & STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCHES
Mar.30 9:00 St. Stephen’s BAS Holy Communion
10:30 St. Mary’s BCP Holy Communion

IN OUR PARISH

FRIENDLY HOURS - reopens Thu, 27 Mar.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING
The next meeting is changed to Apr 9th at 7:00 p.m.

SPRING FLING - POT LUCK: APRIL 4

Tickets on sale after Mass. Tickets are $15/adult and
$7/child in support of our fundraising program. Enjoy
fun, food, frolic and help our refugee family, the
Awors immigrate to Canada. There will be an
amazing group of performers (Celtic musicians, the
Sunshine Singers, Shirlee’s choir) and surprise skits
by Father Rolf and Bob Fowler. Many local
businesses / ministries have contributed to our silent/
live auctions. A few of the items that will be auctioned
off are: dinner for four at the rectory with Father Rolf
(Father Sean will be the head chef), overnight
babysitting, K of C four hour yard cleanup, beautiful
hand made queen size quilt donated by Eileen
Duchene, dessert of the month for one year, summer
guided tour, picnic for four on Saltspring Island, and a
four hour boat cruise for four. If you have any items
or services you wish to donate please call Lynn Koett
at 652-2543. Come join us for a wonderful evening of
fellowship. A gentle reminder that Pot Luck items
are requested on the basis of the first letter of
your surname - A to F - Salad; G to P - Entrée; Q
to Z - dessert; as indicated on your ticket. For
more information please call Bob Fowler 655-3078.
Mark Your Calendars .

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH

MONDAY, MAR. 24TH
Liturgy of the Word

TUESDAY, MAR. 25TH
Mass

WEDNESDAY, MAR. 26TH
Mass

Taiji Qigong

THURSDAY, MAR. 27TH
Mass

Friendly Hours

Prayer Group

Taiji Qigong

FRIDAY, MAR. 28TH
Mass at the Saanich Peninsula
Hospital

SATURDAY, MAR. 29TH
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s

SUNDAY, MAR. 30TH

Mass at OLO Assumption
Children’s Religious Education
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s

FAITH REFLECTION GROUP: MAR. 31
The next gathering of the Reflection Group will be
March 31.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: MAR. 26

Reminder that there will be a meeting of the St
Vincent De Paul Society on Wednesday, March 26th
at 1:30pm at St. Elizabeth’s.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - APR. 20

The AGM of the Parish Pastoral Council will be held
following the 10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s.
Nominations are welcome from those who are willing
to actively participate as a member of the Parish
Pastoral Council for the next two years. Contact Roy
Battilana or Els Welle. Nomination forms are
available to pick up at the Parish Office.

Ministry leaders are requested to have their reports
to the Parish Office by 10 April. Reports will be

posted to the information board for review by
interested parties.

Council needs a Recording Secretary for their
monthly meetings - if you have skills to offer in this
regard, please put your name forward.

PRE-APPROVED DONATIONS (PAD'’s)

You now have the option to support our parish
through the use of a pre-approved donation rather
then the weekly white envelopes. On the 5th of each
month, your contribution is automatically debited from
your bank account. Packages are available at the
back of each church. If you have any questions,
please call Jim Williams at 656-9658 or Neil in the
office.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: MAR 30

PANCAKE BREAKFAST after the 10:30am Mass at
St. Elizabeth’s. $4.00, children free. You are invited
to take part in this special event and enjoy visiting
with fellow parishioners.

GENERAL

RETREAT

St Andrew's Cathedral proudly presents Fr.
Dominic Borg, OCD, who will be giving a retreat
on how the New Testament is found in and fullfils
the OIld Testament. To be held at beautiful
Capernway Harbour on Thetis Island - a great
opportunity for rest, relaxation, and spiritual
nourishment. Cost is only $150 per person if
registration is received before May 1st, 2008. The
price after May 1% will be $170. The Retreat will be
held from July 25th - 27th, 2008. For details,
please contact Annette Turgeon (250)-383-8674
or termi@silk.net

TAIZE: MAR. 28

Music and Prayer in the Style of Taize will be
held at St. John the Divine Anglican Church,
1611 Quadra St. on Friday, Mar. 28th at 6pm.

REEL SPIRITUALITY FILM SERIES: MAR. 28
Films with issues arising from the human
spiritual journey. Held at the UVic Campus,
Fine Arts Bldg., Room 103 at 2:30pm. “Liam”.
See bulletin board at St. Elizabeth'’s.

SOUP TIME at THE ROCK CHURCH

Every Friday from 12:30 - 3pm soup will be served
at The Rock Church (between the D.Q. and the
Skateboard Park).

SUMMER DAY CAMP FOR YOUTH

Yes, we are already thinking about summer!
Sacred Heart is once again offering a day camp
for children, aged 5 — 12 from July 7 — 11,
inclusive. The days run from 9:30 — 2:30. We
are looking for ‘junior leaders’, Grade 8 - ? to
assist the adult leaders. This looks terrific on a
resume for a young person, particularly a young
man. We also want your children. For further
information, please contact sacredheart-
church@shaw.ca

WORKSHOPS / LECTURES

PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES: MAR. 26
Centre for Studies in Religion and Society UVic.
David Strong Building, Rm C118 at 4:30pm.

Wed., Mar. 26, Presenter: Lheisa Dustin, CSRS
Graduate Student Fellow (English), UVic. Theme:
Burning Wastes and Broken Structures:
Buddhism's Work of Demolition in “The Waste
Land”

Wed., Apr. 2, Presenter: Louise Bienvenue,
Department of History, Universite de Sherbrooke.
Theme: Making Honest Men: Masculine
Socialization in the Classical Colleges of Quebec,
1800-1960

Wed., Apr. 9, Presenter: Mona Goode, CSRS
Gradute Student Fellow (History), UVic. Theme:
Arabic Papyrus: A Tool for Understanding Islam

YOUTH CONFERENCE: May 9 - 11

"THAT 7 X 70'S SHOW" DIOCESAN YOUTH
CONFERENCE 2008 All youth in grades 8-12: come
to the 5th annual DIOCESAN YOUTH
CONFERENCE, "That 7 x 70's Show." Our special
guest speaker is Fr. Stan Fortuna, the Rapping
Reverend from the Bronx, NY. Dates: Friday May 9
to Sunday May 11. Place: St. Andrew's High School,
880 McKenzie Ave, Victoria. For registration info,
contact your parish youth leader; or download the
registration form at www.islandyouth.ca. Questions?
Phone Flo Follero-Pugh at 250-544-0999; or e-mail
follero@shaw.ca.




