
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST  at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. (8:30 am), Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  
Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 
Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St., Sidney Mailing address: Box 2116, Sidney, BC, V8L 3S6 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 Pastor: Father Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
Parish Council:  Derek Finall (Chair)  

 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

 
  

Pastor’s Corner - First report from the Synod on the Family in Rome 
At our Sunday Eucharists prayed for the bishops, clergy and lay women/men who are meeting in Rome in a preliminary Synod re. the 
family, which will be followed by a larger one in October 2015 when decisions will be taken. This past week the media reported on the 
sensational aspects of the meeting and in particular on a ten page document called in Latin “Relatio post disceptationem”, which calls 
for “a reasonable and responsible opening” in church discipline re. separation and divorce, sexual orientation. There are three parts to 
this first working document. I am reproducing here sections of the third part which is called “Discussion of pastoral perspectives.” 
“Positive aspects of civil unions and cohabitation 
36. A new sensitivity in today’s pastoral consists in grasping the positive reality of civil weddings and, having pointed out our 
differences, of cohabitation. It is necessary that in the ecclesial proposal, while clearly presenting the ideal, we also indicate the 
constructive elements in those situations that do not yet or no longer correspond to that ideal.  
38. In the West as well there is an increasingly large number of those who, having lived together for a long period of time, ask to be 
married in the Church. Simple cohabitation is often a choice inspired by a general attitude, which is opposed to institutions and 
definitive undertakings, but also while waiting for a secure existence (a steady job and income). In countries common-law marriages 
are numerous, not because of a rejection of Christian values as regards the family and matrimony, but, above all, because getting 
married is a luxury, so that material poverty encourages people to live in common-law marriages. In such unions it is possible to grasp 
authentic family values or at least the wish for them. Pastoral accompaniment should always start from these positive aspects. 
39. All these situations have to be dealt with in a constructive manner, seeking to transform them into opportunities to walk towards 
the fullness of marriage and the family in the light of the Gospel. They need to be welcomed and accompanied with patience and 
delicacy. The attractive testimony of authentic Christian families is important, as subjects for the evangelization of the family. 
Caring for wounded families (the separated, the divorced who have not remarried, the divorced who have remarried) 
40. What rang out clearly in the Synod was the necessity for courageous pastoral choices. Reconfirming forcefully the fidelity to the 
Gospel of the family, the Synodal Fathers, felt the urgent need for new pastoral paths, that begin with the effective reality of familial 
fragilities, recognizing that they, more often than not, are more “endured” than freely chosen. These are situations that are diverse 
because of personal as well as cultural and socio-economic factors. It is not wise to think of unique solutions or those inspired by a 
logic of “all or nothing”. The dialog and meeting that took place in the Synod will have to continue in the local Churches, involving their 
various components, in such a way that the perspectives that have been drawn up might find their full maturation in the work of the 
next Ordinary General Assembly. The guidance of the Spirit, constantly invoked, will allow all God’s people to live the fidelity to the 
Gospel of the family as a merciful caring for all situations of fragility. 
41. Each damaged family first of all should be listened to with respect and love, becoming companions on the journey as Christ did 
with the disciples of the road to Emmaus. In a particular way the words of Pope Francis apply in these situations: “The Church will 
have to initiate everyone – priests, religious and laity – into this “art of accompaniment”, which teaches us to remove our sandals 
before the sacred ground of the other (cf. Es 3,5). The pace of this accompaniment must be steady and reassuring, reflecting our 
closeness and our compassionate gaze which also heals, liberates and encourages growth in the Christian life.” 
42. Such discernment is indispensable for the separated and divorced. What needs to be respected above all is the suffering of those 
who have endured separation and divorce unjustly. The forgiveness for the injustice endured is not easy, but it is a journey that grace 
makes possible. In the same way it needs to be always underlined that it is indispensable to assume in a faithful and constructive way 
the consequences of separation or divorce on the children: they must not become an “object” to be fought over and the most suitable 
means need to be sought so that they can get over the trauma of the family break-up and grow up in serenity.      
45. Divorced people who have not remarried should be invited to find in the Eucharist the nourishment they need to sustain them in 
their state. The local community and pastors have to accompany these people with solicitude, particularly when there are children 
involved or they find themselves in a serious situation of poverty. 
46. In the same way the situation of divorced who have remarried demands a careful discernment & accompaniment full of respect, 
avoiding any language or behavior that might make them feel discriminated against. For the Christian community looking after them is 
not a weakening of its faith and its testimony to the indissolubility of marriage, but rather it expresses precisely its charity in its caring. 
47. As regards the possibility of partaking of the sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist, some argued in favor of the present 
regulations because of their theological foundation, others were in favor of a greater opening on very precise conditions when dealing 
with situations that cannot be resolved without creating new injustices and suffering. …. 
48. Suggesting limiting themselves to only “spiritual communion” was questioned by more than a few Synodal Fathers: if spiritual 
communion is possible, why not allow them to partake in the sacrament? As a result a greater theological study was requested 
starting with the links between the sacrament of marriage and the Eucharist in relation to the Church-sacrament. In the same way, the 
moral dimension of the problem requires further consideration, listening to and illuminating the consciences of spouses.”  
   (to be continued)        Fr. Rolf, OP 

 

 OCTOBER 19, 2014 
 

29
TH

 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Isa 45.1, 4-6 / 1 Thess 1.1-5 / Mt 22.15-21 
 

Psalm 96: Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH 
 

COLLECTIONS: 

Oct. 5  ...............................................  $ 4,882 

Oct. 12 ..............................................  $ 4,745 

Pre-Authorized Debits (PAD’s) ........  $ 4,755  

Monthly Target: Approx.  .............  $ 23,000 

Collection for Middle East Refugees:$ 3,503 

 

 

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY 

A second collection for World Mission Sunday/ 

Evangelization of the Nations: a global sign of 

the Universal Church and our Mission.  
  

K OF C OKTOBERFEST: FRIDAY, NOV. 7 

Cocktails at 6:30 pm, dinner at 7 pm. Includes 

entertainment and raffle. Tickets $10, family $25. 

To reserve your tickets call Francois Vinay at  

250-652-0144. 
 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS COMING! 

We have ordered low gluten (0.01%) communion 

hosts for those who are gluten intolerant. As 

soon as they are available we will let you know. 
 

 

IN OUR DIOCESE 

 

CELTIC VESPERS: OCT. 19 
St. Johns United, 10990 West Saanich Rd. 

(across from Deep Cove School) welcomes the 

Jeremy Walsh Trio on Sun. Oct. 19 at 7 pm.  

Enjoy an evening of music to the sounds of 

guitar, Irish flute and bodhran.  An offering will be 

taken.  For info call Eva at 250-656-5273. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP: OCT. 20 

Theology on Tap, for young adult Catholics 

seeking to learn more about their faith and how it 

intersects with their lives, all over a pint of beer.  

Monthly gatherings happen in the upstairs lounge 

of the Irish Times, 1200 Government St.  First 

event is on Oct. 20 at 7 pm.  The talk is entitled: 

"Did Jesus Drink Beer: The Church Fathers, 

Heresy, and Us", presented by Deacon Harrison 

Ayre.  For more info see www.totvic.ca or contact 

Deacon Harrison at harrisonayre@gmail.com.   
 

SACRED HEART PARISH BAZAAR: NOV. 1 

Sat., Nov. 1, 9 am - 2 pm at Sacred Heart Church 

Hall, 4040 Nelthorpe St.  All proceeds to charity. 
 

DIOCESAN MASS OF REMEMBRANCE 

A Diocesan Mass, with Bishop Gary Gordon will 

be celebrated at the Cathedral on Fri. Nov. 14 at 
noon for all deceased priests, bishops and 

religious of the diocese.   A reception will follow.   
 

DIRECTOR POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

Two positions available for Director of Catholic 

Independent Schools, Diocese of Victoria. 

Deadline is Tuesday, Nov. 4. Details and forms 
available from the parish office.   
 

TRUSTEE POSITION AVAILABLE 

Currently recruiting a trustee for the Diocese of 

Victoria Pension Plan. Duties include reviewing 

investments, plan selection and member support. 

Deadline Oct. 31.  For more information or to 

volunteer call Leah Mackenzie at 250-479-1331. 

 

GENERAL 
 

HARVEST OF MUSICAL FAVOURITES 
St. Paul's United Church Choir presents "Harvest 

of Musical Favourites" on Sunday, Oct. 26 at  

2:30 pm at St. Paul's United Church, corner of 

Fifth & Malaview. Tickets $15 (children under 12 

free).  Tickets available from Tanner's  Books, at 

the door, or call 250-656-3213. Proceeds to  

St. Paul's and Palliative Care Unit, Saanich 

Peninsula Hospital Foundation. 

SATURDAY MOVIE NIGHT AT OUR PLACE 
Volunteers are needed (as a group from our 

parish) to run a movie night once a month on a 

Saturday from 6 to 8 pm at Our Place.  For more 

info call Patricia O’Byrne at 250-388-7112. 
 

VARIETY SHOW FUNDRAISER: NOV. 1 

The Saanich Peninsula Presbyterian Church, 

9295 East Saanich Rd, presents The Variety 

Show, Talent to Remember on Sat. Nov. 1. 

Dinner 5 pm, show 7 pm.  Tickets:  Dinner and 

show - $25, Show only - $15. Proceeds to  

help build houses in the Dominican Republic.  

For info & tickets call Darlene at 250-516-0563 . 
 

EARTH LITERACIES PROGRAMS: 

 Improvising with an uncertain world / Dancing 

for well-being with Joanne Cuffe. Sat. Oct. 25, 

10 - 12 pm, Tuesdays, Oct. 28, and  

Nov. 25, 7 - 9 pm.  $20 drop in.   

Location: 1831 Fern St.  Register online at 

earthliteracies.org or call 250-220-4601. 

 Film Screening: Journey of the Universe with 

Brian Swimme and Mary Evelyn Tucker , with 

Gertie Jocksch SC DMin.  Thu. Oct. 23,  

7 - 8:30 pm.  $15.  Royal Roads University, 

2005 Sooke Rd. 

Register at Royal Roads University Continuing 

Studies - royalroads.ca/continuing-studies. 
 

JOHN ALBERT HALL LECTURES 
Religion in Focus features expert perspectives 

on the changing role of religion in contemporary 

society.  There are two lectures remaining:   

 Oct. 30, 4:30 pm: 20-20 Vision: On the Cusp 

of the Next Twenty Years in Research, CSRS 

20
th
 Anniversary Celebration at the University 

Club Fireside Lounge with Paul Bramadat, 

CSRS Director. 

 Nov. 20, 4:30 pm: The Great Cosmology, 

UVic, David Turpin Bldg., A104 with Alan H. 

Batten, Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Canada, Dom. Astrophysical Observatory. 

Lectures are free. For more information call  

250-721-6325 or visit csrs.uvic.ca. 

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

MONDAY, Oct. 20 
1:00 pm Faith and Reflection Group  

TUESDAY, Oct. 21 
8:30 am Service of the Word   

9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration  

11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 

7:00 pm K of C Rosary 

7:30 pm K of C General Meeting 

WEDNESDAY, Oct. 22 
9:00 am Communion Service 

10:00 am Taiji Qigong 

7:00 pm El Shaddai 

THURSDAY, Oct. 23 
9:00 am Communion Service  

11:30 pm Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 

2:00 pm Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Taiji Qigong  

FRIDAY, Oct. 24 
9:00 am Mass at home of Kay Richards 

SATURDAY, Oct. 25 
4 - 4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm  Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

SUNDAY, Oct. 26 
8:30 am  Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 

10:30 am  Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

10:00 am Children’s Religious Education  

11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 

For the latest schedule, please check the online 
parish calendar at http://tinyurl.com/sppcal. 

SHARE OUR BLESSINGS 

We have much to be thankful for!  You are invited 
to share non-perishable food items (please, no 
outdated or opened items; they have to be thrown 
away!).  Please, place them around the altar. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Religious formation classes for all ages, including 
youths, have started.  It’s not too late to register 
your child.  See Flo Follero or Melanie Ehrlich 
before or after mass. This is the second year of 
the two-year program to prepare the children for 
Confirmation & First Communion on Apr. 12, 2015. 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL CAMPAIGN  

The annual Diocesan Appeal starts today, and will 
continue over the next three weeks. A portion of 
the money donated comes back to our parish.  
Please consider donating to this worthy cause.  

http://www.totvic.ca
mailto:harrisonayre@gmail.com?subject=Theology%20on%20Tap
earthliteracies.org
http://www.royalroads.ca/continuing-studies
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