
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST  at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. (8:30 am), Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  
Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 
Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St., Sidney Mailing address: Box 2116, Sidney, BC, V8L 3S6 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 Pastor: Father Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
Parish Council:  Derek Finall (Chair)  

 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

   Pastor’s Corner - March 1, 2015 - Christian refugees in Iraq 
 

I would like to share with you extracts from a report which I just received from Fr. Timothy Radcliffe OP, former Master of 
the Order of Preachers who visited our Dominican brothers (fr. Yousif Mirkis, Archbishop of Kirkuk, frs. Amir Jaje, Najeeb, 
and Nouiran) and sisters (Maria Hanna and others) kicked out of Mosul, Qaraqosh and Bartola together with some 500,000 
other Christians and Yazidis last June and now in Erbil and Kirkuk, Iraq. 
“…the suffering of Iraq is symptomatic of the crisis of our whole world. ISIS, or Da’esh as it is more usually called in Iraq, is 
a child of our times. Its violence derives, at least in part from the violence of Western culture, with its love of guns. The 
jihadists love to watch our films with all their endless killings. We are complicit with what is happening here. Our invasions 
triggered the crisis that Iraqi people now endure. Due to the violence and the absence of any substantial help from the Iraqi 
government 1800 Christians are leaving Iraq each month. It is often the more educated who flee. For many this is the 
beginning of a life in exile, resigned to the possibility that they may never see their homeland again…Those who stay are 
the poorest, although some Christians and Muslims who have the means to leave have chosen to remain, committed to the 
difficult task of helping to build a new Iraq. Our Dominican sisters’ and brothers’ courage in staying to build the future with 
their people is a powerful witness of their faith in God’s steadfast love and mercy. “When many of the disciples fled, Jesus 
said to Peter: “Will you also go? (John 6:67)” Peter remained.  
Jesus abides with us, and remaining is a powerful sign of hope when so many are leaving. Memory shores up hope. One 
can hardly imagine the hope given to the people staying in one of the camps when the phone rang on Christmas Eve, and 
Pope Francis was there to tell them that they were not forgotten. Let us remember them too and be a sign of our God who 
never forgets anyone… 
Some 120,000 refugees live in one-room cubicles in Ankawa, a Christian suburb of Erbil with 8-12 family members living in 
a single cubicle. …Creatively they have set aside a space that serves as a kind of coffee house where people can rest and 
enjoy a game of dominoes (both of us were soundly beaten!)…. 
The psychological and mental toll on these refugees is worrisome, given that the future is so uncertain. The harshest pain 
is the stripping of their human dignity. …Their needs are simply overwhelming. The heroism of aid workers, volunteer 
doctors, nurses and pharmacists, priests and sisters, many of whom are refugees themselves, is incredibly moving in such 
circumstances.  Moderate Muslims have bravely stood alongside their Christian and Yazidi neighbours, sharing in their 
struggles and offering aid to the refugees. …Few Iraqis trust the Western nations, demanding that they must assume their 
responsibility for this crisis, even as the war games for control of the region’s vast oil reserves continue. Muslim 
fundamentalism, backed by money from Saudi Arabia and Qatar, uses the greed and economic voraciousness of the West 
as a pretext for their own self-serving and violent aims. ...  
Many talked of Westerners who are joining ISIS and other international jihadist groups. Though we cannot always stop the 
radicalized young from setting off to the Middle East, it does not seem constructive to punish or arrest those who return to 
the West, disillusioned by the violent and extremist expressions of Islam. We must welcome the young home and help 
them to be healed of the wounds of war. Only education and the pursuit of justice will defeat fundamentalism. In the end, 
those who return home disillusioned by the violence of ISIS may be the best preachers to other young who are tempted to 
join these violent groups. Access to schools and universities is seen as one of the important and urgent steps needed in 
order to stem the rise of violent fundamentalism. …It is a source of hope that some Muslims say that if the Christians go, 
the Iraq which they love will be finished. The relationship between believers of different faiths has been the core of Iraqi 
identity. 
The most intriguing sign of hope was the commitment to education. If ISIS is just defeated militarily, then it will be reborn in 
another form. The true enemy is the blind fundamentalism that fuels its violence. In 2012 Fr. Yousif Mirkis OP, now 
Archbishop of Kirkuk, founded the Baghdad Academy of Human Sciences. It has 500 students, mainly Muslim. They study 
philosophy, sociology, anthropology, as well as English and French. They earn certificates granted by DOMUNI, our 
Internet University. Is it crazy to attend lectures on Wittgenstein when ISIS is decapitating people? But in this violent storm, 
the Church must cling to its belief in reason. The logo of the Academy is the Dominican shield, with a pencil in the centre, 
supporting a big question mark. Archbishop Mirkis told us: “We need places where people can breathe the oxygen of 
debate.” The Church keeps alive a belief in reason when many others look only to force. Intelligence can break through the 
walls of prejudice and stupidity.” 

MARCH 1, 2015 
 

2
ND

 SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

Gen 22.1-2, 9-13, 15-18 / Rom 8.31-35, 37 / Mk 9.2-10 
 

Psalm: I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH 
 

COLLECTIONS: 

Sunday, Feb. 1  .................................. $  4,059 
Sunday, Feb. 8  .................................. $  4,219 
Sunday, Feb. 15 ................................. $  3,257 
Sunday, Feb. 22 ................................. $  3,077 
Pre-Authorized Debits  ....................... $  4,840 

Monthly Target: Approx.  ...............  $ 23,000 

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 
Thanks to your Share Lent donation, farming 
families in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Middle East have access to agricultural training 
and innovations that will ensure bountiful 
harvests. These farming families create 
communities that allow them to share resources, 
develop cooperatives, access markets, and 
advocate for their rights. You sow much love and 
hope when you give to these families. 
 

LENTEN ENDEAVOURS: 
 Reconciliation at St. Joseph’s on Thu. Mar. 12 

 Communal Reconciliation at St. Elizabeth’s on 

March 19 

 Prepare for your participation in Solidarity 

Sunday, Mar. 22.  

 Carry out at least one challenge this week 

from the  D &  P Solidarity calendar. 

 

PARISH LIBRARY  

The parish library, which is located near the 

parish office at the back of the church, has many 

interesting and current books for you to borrow. 

While reading can be both a physically relaxing 

and a stimulating mental activity, diving into an 

interesting Christian book can do wonders for 

body, mind and soul. You are invited to visit the 

parish library for a good ‘Lenten read’. 

K OF C PANCAKE BREAKFAST: MAR.22 
Do a good deed for Lent - come to 

the K of C Pancake Breakfast on 
Sun. Mar. 22. Your participation 

will help support the charitable 

work of the Knights and your family 

will enjoy breakfast fellowship. 
 

CCCB STATEMENT ON ASSISTED SUICIDE 
In the Feb. 6

th
 letter from Bishop Durocher, 

President of the Canadian Conference of 

Catholic Bishops,    regarding the Supreme Court 
ruling on assisted suicide, he “entreats 

governments and courts to interpret (the) 

judgment in its narrowest terms, resisting any 

calls to go beyond this to so-called acts of “mercy 
killing” and euthanasia. We again call on 

provincial and territorial governments to ensure 

good quality palliative care in all their 

jurisdictions. We also urge governments and 
professional associations to implement policies 

and guidelines which ensure respect for the 

freedom of conscience of all health care workers 

as well as administrators who will not and cannot 
accept suicide as a medical solution to pain and 

suffering.”  The bishops also invite us “to do all 

we can to bring comfort and support for all those 
who are dying and their loved ones, so that no 

one, because of loneliness, vulnerability, loss of 

autonomy, or fear of pain and suffering, feels 

they have no choice but to commit suicide. The 
CCCB will continue to promote palliative and 

home care, and to encourage all the faithful to 

work for the betterment of the elderly, the 

disabled, the ill, and those who are socially 
isolated.”  You may wish to refer to the following 

article: tinyurl.com/assisted-suicide-perspective. 
 

JAZZ VESPERS: MAR. 1 
At St. John’s United Church, 10990 W. Saanich 
Rd on Sun. Mar. 1, 7 pm with Aaron Scoones  

and the Gospel Crusaders. By donation.   

For more info call Bernadette at 250-656-0875 or 

email her at bernadettegreene@shaw.ca. 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME: MAR.8 
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sun. Mar. 8.   
Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward Saturday 
evening on Mar. 7. 

LENTEN MUSICAL MEDITATION 
The Seven Last Words of Our Saviour On the 
Cross by J. Haydn for string quartet and orator  
at Our Lady of the Rosary Church on  
Mon. Mar. 23, 7 pm.  This work by Joseph Haydn 
was commissioned in 1783 for the Good Friday 
service at Oratorio de la  Santa Cueva in Cádiz, 
Spain. Each movement is preceded by a 
reflection on the meaning of the last words by an 
orator. It is intended to enhance one's Lenten 
devotion.  See tinyurl.com/last-words-of-christ. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: APR. 17 & 18 

The Healing Ministry of the Church and 
Ethics at the End of Life  
Fri. Apr.17 (7 - 9pm) & Sat. Apr.18, (9am - 4pm) 
Fr. Mark Miller, C.Ss.R., Clinical Bioethicist, at 
Holy Cross Parish. Fr. Miller is the Provincial of 
the Redemptorists of Canada and continues his 
clinical ethics work part-time at the Centre for 
Clinical Ethics at St. Joseph’s and St. Michael’s 
Hospitals in Toronto. Please bring a bag 
lunch.  Mass with Bishop Gary on Sat. Apr. 18, 
8:30 am. All are welcome. To register call 
Valentina Boyd at 250-477-5321 or email 
office@holycrossvictoria.org.  
 

ONLINE LENTEN TRIVIA CONTEST: 
Our Diocese is hosting a Lenten Trivia Contest 
for Kids & Youth ages 9 - 18. Test your 
knowledge of the Catholic Faith and have a 
chance to win a tablet!!  Any time during Lent you 
can enter the contest by clicking on tinyurl.com/
lenten-trivia-contest. All participants will have a 
chance to win a tablet!  The draw for the tablet 
will take place and the winner will be announced 
in the Easter Season. For more info email  
gpalahicky@cisdv.bc.ca. 
 

REIKI: UNIVERSAL GIFT OF GOD'S 
HEALING LOVE 
Queenswood School of Reiki - “Discover the gift 
of healing”: 

 Reiki Level 1 - Fri. Mar. 20, 9 am - 4:30 pm &  
Sat. Mar. 21, 9 am - noon.  

 Reiki Level 2 - Sat. Mar 21, 1 pm - 4:30 pm & 
Sun. Mar. 22, 9 am - 4:30 pm. 

To register please contact Sr. Eileen Curteis at 
ecurteis@ssabc.ca or 205-592-1115. 

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

MONDAY, Mar. 2 
1:00 pm Faith Reflection Group 

7:00 pm Stations of the Cross 

TUESDAY, Mar. 3 
8:30 am Mass 

9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration 

11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 

7:30 pm K of C Executive Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY, Mar. 4 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

10:00 am Taiji Qigong   
2:00 pm CWL Executive Meeting 
6:00 pm Parish Council Meeting 

THURSDAY, Mar. 5 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 

2:00 pm Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 

7:00 pm Music Ministry Meeting 

FRIDAY, Mar. 6 

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

SATURDAY, Mar. 7 
4 - 4:30 pm Confession at St. Elizabeth’s 

5:00 pm  Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

SUNDAY, Mar. 8 
8:30 am  Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 

10:00 am Children’s Religious Education  

10:30 am  Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal. 

PARISH MEETING RE NEW OFFICE: MAR.1 

A parish meeting will be held this Sunday, Mar. 1  
after the 10:30 am mass.  There are 2 options:  

1) Build an addition outside the front entrance 
(Proposal “A”, discussed last fall). 

2) Make use of existing space within the building 
(Proposal “C”. a new proposal as outlined on 
the bulletin board in the foyer).   

A decision needs to be made and we hope to 
come to a consensus. For more info see 
spparish.com/new-office-proposals. Please come 
- your input is important because it will help 
us to make a decision.  In the foyer, there are 
also ballots and a box for your vote. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: MAR. 2 
You are invited to pray the Stations of the Cross at 
St. Elizabeth’s on Mondays at 7 pm during Lent. 
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