
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST  at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. (8:30 am), Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  
Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 
Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St., Sidney Mailing address: Box 2116, Sidney, BC, V8L 3S6 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 Pastor: Father Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
Parish Council:  Derek Finall (Chair)  

 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Corner  -  Easter 2015 
 The weather these past days changes between cool winds and sunny warm moments reminding us of the rhythm of 
human life: pain and joy, life and death, rebirth and endings, new energy; all part of our individual and communal lives.  
The same in our liturgy. This past Holy Week we celebrated the Paschal mystery, summarized each Sunday at our parish 
Eucharist, reminding us once more that our God is a God who wishes freely to be with us; a God who, in Jesus, has and 
continues to identify with our own kinds of deaths and dyings, and lives them with us, bringing forth from them new life and 
hope!  Blessed by that hope and new life we, like Jesus, are called to become voluntary cross and pain bearers: to share the 
pain, the anguish, even the despair of our fellow human beings, to absorb also people’s anger and care for them without 
question. That is why during Lent  this year we had an image on the wall at St. Elizabeth’s. Each Sunday pieces were added 
by the youths until on Solidarity Sunday the image of the suffering Christ appeared.  It was a reminder to us all that we need 
to see the suffering Christ in the faces around us, in those close by and in the faces of those on our streets, in refugee 
camps, in suffering communities in areas of conflict around the world; and that we need to be instruments of hope for them. 
 On this Easter Sunday we celebrate the certainty that Jesus on the Cross overcame that suffering and the sins of our 
humanity and that like Jesus we too are now called to emerge from our various tombs and awaken to life, joy and new 
energy. Pope Francis did it in his own humble, simple way last week by inviting 150 homeless people to visit the Sistine 
Chapel and then appearing to greet them with: “Welcome. This is your home!”  He shook hands with each one of them and 
then they prayed the Our Father together.  The homeless people thanked the Pope: “He is doing so much for us: the showers 
(under the Bernini colonnade), barbers, umbrellas, museums; …soon a small ambulatory for medical care; …all important 
things for us, they are useful. The Pope understands this. He loves us.” In an interview with an Italian paper Kristoph says: 
“Every morning we say to ourselves ‘let’s pray for Pope Francis, for his health, because we want him to live many years. We 
pray for all priests, for people, good people, those who do us good. There are so many…’”  
 How can we do likewise? Because we are not alone! We are assured of God’s mercy and of the gift of the Spirit 
that helps us see how our life experiences, no matter how painful, can also be life giving, sources of hope, moments 
of rising to new life. We usually stop at the dark side of death, just as we usually are preoccupied by the bleakness of our 
world, the economic and financial woes, the hunger, the sickness, the injustices, the despair, our darkness and sinfulness. 
But we must also look at the flip side of all these deaths, so that we may discover that deeper mystical reality which Jesus 
showed to us in his death on the cross. The cross is the major symbol of our faith; we should not be afraid of showing its truth 
to the world. The cross both forces us and teaches us to let go, to surrender and trust. And at that very moment when 
we surrender, pain becomes praise, weakness becomes strength, death becomes life. We know this, can experience 
this, because of the example of Jesus, because of the example of so many Christ-like people (Christians) who have or are 
showing the way in history and in our world. Yes, our own crosses in life CAN teach us compassion, to be merciful to 
the point of foolishness, to forgive seventy times seven, to reconcile, to share. Our own crosses, no matter how 
heavy, CAN make us vividly aware of the fact that everyone is wounded and crucified in some way. Our own crosses 
CAN make us sensitive to the sufferings of others. Our crosses are in a beautiful way the seeds of compassion. Our 
crosses - mine but also yours, those of so many innocents in the world, in the Middle East, in our cities, this world’s 
crosses. Yes, these crosses can transform hearts of stone into bread, broken for the hungry of the world.  
 God’s Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead has also been given to us as a seed in baptism. And as we know a seed 
must die in order to grow and bear fruit. We are called to let our quest for more things, for inordinate pleasures, die in us and 
to strive for an end to injustices, for redistribution of wealth and respect for the poor, for a true peace devoid of all violence 
and hatred. Archbishop Oscar Romero (soon to be Saint), at first seen as a “safe” choice and then as a man who stood 
with his suffering people for which he was murdered 35 years ago on March 24, 1980, knew it and invites us: “To each one 
of us Christ is saying: If you want your life and mission to be fruitful like mine, do like me. Be converted into a seed 
that lets itself be buried. Let yourself be killed. Do not be afraid. … The Lord goes with you…. If we illuminate with 
hope the longings for justice, peace, and goodness that we still have on this earth, they will be realized. Those who 
have put in their work a feeling of great faith, of love of God, of hope for humility, find all that work now overflowing 
in the splendors of a crown. Such has been the reward for all those who do work, watering the earth with truth, 
justice, love and kindness. These deeds are not lost; purified by the spirit of God, their effects are our reward.”   
May this Easter celebration bring new energy and joy to you, a truly new beginning! Shalom. 
            

APRIL 5, 2015 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43, Colossians 3:1-4, 
 Luke 24:13-35 

 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH 
 

COLLECTIONS: 

March Total ......................................... $16,779 
Pre-Authorized Debits  ....................... $ 5,080 
D&P Share Lent ................................ $ 5,268 

Monthly Target: Approx.  ...............  $ 23,000 
 

We welcome into our faith community 

through baptism:  

Ella and Even Sweet, children of Danika and 

Christopher Sweet and grandchildren of  

Olga and Jim Sweet. Congratulations! 
 

BISHOP’S VISIT / SACRAMENTS 

Next Sunday April 12 Bishop Gary Gordon will 

confer the Sacraments of Confirmation and First 

Eucharist for 21 children at St. Elizabeth’s at the 

10:30 am mass (he is unable to come to the  

Sat. 5 pm mass, but will do so another time).  

Please, come to this beautiful celebration 

when families and friends will join us at the 

Sunday 10:30 am mass.  Additional chairs will 

be placed at the back. 
 

SHARE LENT / D&P 
Thank you to all those who contributed to this 

year’s Share Lent campaign! More than $5,000 

has been raised so far for Development & Peace 

and more is coming in. Under the leadership of 

Carla and Jim Fretwell the little children at  

St. Elizabeth’s (aged 4 to 7) had their colorful 

lemonade stand during fellowship time after 

mass. Delicious samples were distributed from 

simple recipes using basic food ingredients from 

countries such as Columbia, Haiti and the 

Philippines. As a result more than $140 was 

collected for Development and Peace. 

Congratulations and thank you for your initiative! 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you for your gifts of money and beautiful 

flowers used to enhance the liturgical 

environment of our celebrations. 
 

PARISH GROUPS EASTER BREAK  

 Faith Reflection cancelled on April 6 

 Friendly Hours cancelled on April 7 & 9  

 

PARISH OFFICE UPDATE 
The Finance Committee has established a small 
committee to oversee the implementation of 
Parish Council’s decision to change the location 
of our parish office to the crying room area. This 
committee is composed of Jim Williams (chair), 
Francois Vinay, Mike Kipot and Gary Koett. 
Some preliminary work will be done over the next 
few weeks with the major work to be done at the 
end of May and beginning of June. 

TAKE A STAND! 
Our Bishop, Gary Gordon, is inviting us to have 
our voices heard on the question of assisted 
suicide: “With an upcoming federal election this 
fall, there is not enough quality time for 
Parliament to thoroughly research, hold serious 
public consultations, and formulate a new 
comprehensive law. If the Conservative 
Government invoked the Notwithstanding 
Clause, this very important issue could receive 
the time it needs to be adequately addressed…. 
This moral issue is connected deeply to our 
mission to love and care for life at all of its 
stages. Please continue to advocate for quality 

palliative care so that Canadians are not drawn 
to suicide out of fear, isolation and despair.  
Our call to corporal works of mercy by visiting 
and comforting the sick and dying are especially 
needed at this time in our society.  We all must 
do our part in transforming a culture of death into 
a culture of life.” 
Postcards addressed to Justice Minister Peter 
Mackay are available in the foyer asking him to 

use the “Notwithstanding Clause”. You are 
encouraged to complete the card with your 
name, address and postal code and return it 
to the government - no postage is necessary. 
 

BISHOP’S LETTER 
Our Bishop Gary Gordon sent us a letter (read at 
all masses on March 22) re. the clergy personnel 
changes which will come in effect on July 1.  
This was done early so that people could better 
prepare and live the process of change in love 
and peace. The letter invites us to personally and 
collectively reflect on how we live change as a 
vital component in our lives. Copies of the letter 
are available in the foyer as well as a list of the 
clergy appointments and changes. 
 

LOOKING FOR NEW RECRUITS! 
Our current Parish Council is nearing the end of 
its term - some members have served for many 
years and wish to retire. There is now an 
opportunity for you to think about sharing your 
gifts and becoming a member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council. Contact Derek Finall at 250-
656-6668 or email spparish@shaw.ca to indicate 
your willingness to serve or for more information. 

STAINED GLASS PROPOSAL 
As announced previously a small committee has 
looked for the past two months at the possibility 
of installing stained glass windows on the large 
existing west windows of St. Elizabeth church. 
Lucy & Gary Clark, Susan McConnell, Maryanne 
Tomashewski and Father Rolf have met with 
three different artists on several occasions; Barb 
Lovick was asked to join at the last meeting on 
April 1. The committee will make a presentation 
to Parish Council on Apr. 8, and then the Finance 
Committee. After more detailed discussion with 
the chosen artist a design will be placed before 
the community for review at a later date.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: APR. 17 & 18 

The Healing Ministry of the Church and 
Ethics at the End of Life  
Fri. Apr. 17 (7-9pm) & Sat. Apr. 18 (9am-4pm) 
at Holy Cross Parish, 4049 Gordon Head Rd. 
Clinical bioethicist Fr. Mark Miller, Redemptorist:  
on end of life issues.  Please bring a bag lunch.  
Registration required: call Valentina Boyd  at  
250-477-5321, or at office@holycrossvictoria.org. 
 

A LIFELINE FOR MARRIAGE: JULY 3 - 5 
Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times 
in their marriages. It provides the tools you need 
to get your marriage back on track. You will 
rediscover each other and examine your lives 
together in a new and positive way. This program 
has helped thousands of couples experiencing all 
kinds of marital problems, from simple apathy or 
resentment to infidelity or separation.  
For confidential info or to register for the 
Vancouver Island program the weekend of  
July 3 - 5, call 1-604-530-6710, email 
vancouverbc@retrouvaille.org or visit  

HelpOurMarriageBC.com.  
 
EVENTS AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 St. Joseph’s Elementary School registration 

for the 2015/16 school year. See 
www.stjosephschool.ca for more information,  
call the school at 250-479-1232, or email 
info@sjv.cisdv.bc.ca.   

 St. Patrick’s K of C Yard Sale on Sat. Apr. 11, 
9 am - 3 pm at St. Patrick’s Church,  
2060 Haultain St.  For info call 250-592-0456. 

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
EASTER MONDAY, Apr. 6 

9:00 am Mass 

1:00 pm Faith Reflection Group - cancelled 

TUESDAY, Apr. 7 
8:30 am Mass 

9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration 

11:30 am Friendly Hours  - cancelled 

7:30 pm K of C Executive Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY, Apr. 8 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

10:00 am Taiji Qigong  
2:00 pm CWL General Meeting 
6:00 pm Parish Council Meeting 
7:00 pm El Shaddai 

THURSDAY, Apr. 9 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

11:30 am Friendly Hours - cancelled 

2:00 pm Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 

FRIDAY, Apr. 10 

9:00 am Mass at the home of Joan Gilbert 

SATURDAY, Apr. 11 
4 - 4:30 pm Confession at St. Elizabeth’s 

5:00 pm  Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

SUNDAY, Apr. 12 
8:30 am  Mass at Our Lady of Assumption  

 with Bishop Gary Gordon 

10:30 am  Confirmation & First Communion 

         Mass at St. Elizabeth’s with Bishop Gary  

11:30 am Filipino Samahan Meeting 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal. 
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