
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST  at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  
Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 
Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St., Sidney Mailing address: Box 2116, Sidney, BC, V8L 3S6 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
  

Pastor: Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
 

Parish Council:  Derek Finall (Chair)  
 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Corner August 2015: Pope Francis on “work” 
On August 19 Pope Francis reiterated what he said in his Encyclical Laudato Si on the environment re. the dignity, importance 
of human work. With the tremendous advances of technology which “has remedied countless evils that used to harm and limit 
human beings” there is the danger that “the power that comes from technology can be used by those with knowledge and 
economic resources to dominate humanity and the entire world.” Pope Francis condemns the single-minded focus on profit by 
economic interests who “accept every advance in technology with a view to profit, without concern for its potentially negative 
impact on human beings  … and who show no interest in more balanced levels of production, a better distribution of wealth, 
concern for the environment and the rights of future generations. Technology must serve humanity, not the market.”  
Here are a few excerpts from Pope Francis’ address at the General Audience on August 19: 
“After reflecting on the value of celebrations in family life, today we pause on a complementary element, which is that of work. 
Both celebration and work are part of the creative design of God. Work, it is commonly said, is necessary to maintain the 
family, for the children to grow, to ensure a dignified life to one’s dear ones. The best thing that can be said about a serious and 
honest person is: “He is a worker,” in fact, he is really one who works, he is one that doesn’t live off the backs of others. And, in 
fact, work, in its many forms, beginning with household work, also cares for the common good. And where does one learn this 
hard-working lifestyle? It is learned first of all in the family. The family educates how to work with the example of the parents: the 
father and mother that work for the good of the family and of society. In the Gospel, the Holy Family of Nazareth appears as a 
family of workers, and Jesus himself is called “son of the carpenter” (Matthew 13:55) or actually “the carpenter” (Mark 6:3).  And 
Saint Paul does not fail to admonish Christians: “If anyone was unwilling to work, neither should that one eat” (2 Thessalonians 
3:10). This is a good recipe for losing weight: don’t work, don’t eat! The Apostle is referring explicitly to the false spiritualism of 
some that, in fact, live on the backs of their brothers and sisters “without doing anything,” (2 Thessalonians 3:11). For Christians 
the commitment of work and the life of the spirit are not at all opposed to one another. It is important to understand this well! 
Prayer and work can and must be together in harmony, as Saint Benedict teaches. Lack of work also harms the spirit, as 
lack of prayer also harms practical activity. To work – I repeat, in a thousand ways – is proper to the human person. It 
expresses his dignity of being created in the image of God. Therefore, it is said that work is sacred. And, consequently, the 
management of employment is a great human and social responsibility, which cannot be left in the hands of a few or discharged 
on a divinized “market.” Causing the loss of jobs means creating serious social damage. I am saddened when I see that 
there are people without work, who don’t find work, and don’t have the dignity of bringing the bread home. And I rejoice so 
much when I see that some [political] leaders make many efforts to find jobs and see that all have work. Work is 
sacred. Work gives dignity to a family. We must pray that work is not lacking in a family. 
Therefore, like celebration, work is also part of the design of God the Creator. In the Book of Genesis, the subject of the earth as 
home-garden, entrusted to the care and work of man (23:8.15), is anticipated … The Encyclical Laudato Si, which proposes an 
integral ecology, also contains this message: the beauty of the earth and the dignity of work are made to be combined; both go 
together: the earth becomes good when it is worked by man. When work is detached from God’s covenant with man and 
woman, when it is separated from its spiritual qualities, when it is hostage to the sole logic of profit and scorns the affections of 
life, the humiliation of the soul contaminates everything: even the air, the water, the grass, the food ... Civil life is corrupted and 
the habitat is damaged. And the consequences strike, above all, the poorest and the poorest families. The modern organization 
of work sometimes shows a dangerous tendency to consider the family a burden, a weight, a passive <element> for the 
productivity of work. But we ask ourselves: what productivity? And for whom? The so-called “smart city” is, without a doubt, rich 
in services and organization; however, it is often hostile, for instance, to children and the elderly. 
Sometimes one who plans is interested in the management of the individual workforce, in assembling and using or discarding 
according to the economic convenience. The family is a great test bench. When the organization of work holds it hostage or, in 
fact, places obstacles in its way, then we are certain that the human society has begun to work against itself! 
Christian families receive from this circumstance a great challenge and a great mission. They bring to the field the fundamentals 
of God’s creation: the identity and bond of man and woman, the generation of children, the work that renders the earth domestic 
and the world habitable. The loss of these fundamentals is a very serious affair, and in the common home there are already too 
many cracks! The task isn’t easy. At times, it might seem to family associations, that they are like David before Goliath ... but we 
know how that challenge ended! Faith and shrewdness are needed. In this difficult moment of our history, may God grant 
us to receive his call to work with joy and hope, to give dignity to oneself and to one’s family.” 

         Shalom,  

 

AUG. 30, 2015 
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 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Deut 4.1-2, 6-8 / Jas 1.17-18, 21-22, 27 / Mk 7.1-8,14-15,21-23 
Psalm: O Lord, who may abide in your tent? 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH 
 

COLLECTIONS: 

Sunday, August 2 ...............................  $ 4,675 
Sunday, August 9 ...............................  $ 5,726 
Sunday, August 16 .............................  $ 2,777 
Sunday, August 23  ............................  $ 2,825 
Pre-Authorized Debits  .......................  $ 5,055 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ! 
Please, consider sharing your gifts and 

talents so that this fall we will have a religious 
formation program for our children.  

Also needed: musicians for the Sat. 5:00 pm 

mass as well as someone who can choose 

hymns and lead the singing, together with others, 

at Our Lady of the Assumption on Sunday 

mornings. Please, contact Fr. Rolf at 250-656-

7433 or e-mail: pastor@spparish.com  
 

FUNDRAISER 
Julie & Larry Kirzinger have made delicious 
jelly from the grapes at the rectory: $4 / jar or  
3 for $10. All proceeds will go to the Pasobolong 
Family Center in Zamboanga City, Mindanao, 
Philippines.  Thank you for your support! 
 

“THE WORD AMONG US” FOR SEPT.  
Booklets with the complete mass readings for the 
month of August are available in the foyer. They 
also contain short meditations for each day which 
people have found very helpful. They are 
produced in the US and because of our low 
Canadian dollar we ask for a $2 donation  to help 
defray the costs.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: SEPT. 27 

This year’s religious education classes will begin 
on Sunday, Sept. 27.  Please register your 
child - forms are available in the foyer.   
 

 

WALKING WITH JESUS 
The Youth Ministry at St. Joseph the Worker 
invites you to a youth retreat (grades 8 to 12)  
from Fri. Sep. 18, 5 pm to Sun. Sep. 20.  For 
registration see www.jesusyouthvictoria.org.  
 

PEACE DAY FESTIVAL - HELP NEEDED 
FaithLink, our ecumenical group here in Sidney, 
is sponsoring a Peace Day Festival on Sun. 
Sep. 20 from 2 - 4 pm at the Sidney Band Shell, 
with music, speakers and activities for children 
and adults. If you can help with set-up, take 
down, advertising or crafts call David Drake at 
250-656-3213 or email stpauluc@stpauluc.com. 
 

LEARN ABOUT JESUS! 
A free faith study on Wed. nights from Sep. 2 to 
Oct. 7 (six sessions), 7 pm at St. Andrew’s 
Cathedral parish centre. Through this study 
people have come to see the relevance of God in 
a new and real way. For more information call 
250-381-2425 or email Philip.Yuson@gmail.com.  

BASICS OF THE FAITH SESSIONS 
For Catholics who would like to have a review of 

the basics of the faith. Wednesdays at 7 pm 

starting Wed. Oct. 14 at St. Andrew’s Cathedral 

parish center. To register call 250-388-5571 or 

email standrewscathedral@gmail.com.  
 

ST. PATRICKS PARISH MISSION: SEP. 7 & 8 
A presentation and talk at 7 pm, Sept. 7 & 8 at 

St. Patrick’s Parish hall.  Come and spend an 

evening with Fr. Philip Chircop, a Jesuit priest.  

Theme “Go Build My Church”, becoming a living 

stone in the body of Christ.   
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER:  OCT. 2 - 4  
To be held in Nanaimo at the Coast Bastion 
Hotel.  Learn a new way to communicate, and 

turn your good marriage into a great marriage!  

There is no group sharing.  For more info see 

wwmevancouverbc@gmail.com. To register call 

604-876-7298. 
 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT COURSE 
“Beloved” Marriage Enrichment Program:  
A simple way to enrich your marriage and 

experience the deeper meaning behind the 

commitment of “I do” and the sacrament of 

marriage.  “Beloved” is a DVD video series (12 

sessions) presented by the Augustine Institute 

and offers perspectives on issues in marriage 

pertaining to conflict resolution, physical and 

spiritual intimacy, forgiveness, communication, 

healing and prayer.   Part I (6 sessions) will be 

presented on Monday evenings (7 - 9 pm) at  

St. Joseph the Worker Parish, Oct. 26 - Nov. 30, 

Part II (6 sessions) will follow in the new year.   

Workbook cost is $35/person. For more info 

contact Michael Watkins via email at:  
michaelnwatkins@gmail.com or call him at  

250-858-1731. 
 

EARTH LITERACIES: 
Seeking a Contemporary Elder Spirituality with 

Bill Wilson SJ PhD, 4 week series on Tuesdays, 

Sept. 8 - 29 from 10am - noon, 1831 Fern St.  
Cost $75, or $20 drop in.  Register online at 

earthliteracies.org or call 250-220-4601. 

HAVE YOU SEEN … ? 
We are missing the red and black dolly used 

to move the chairs.  Please return it ! 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY, 2016 
Pilgrimage World Youth Day Krakow 2016!   
Preparatory meeting Sun. Sept. 13 at 6:30 pm at 
Holy Cross Parish. To register or for more info  
email Fr. Paul, SDS at paul.szczur@mailsds.org 
or Fr. Dean at catholic@uvic.ca or Jim O'Reilly  
at jeoreilly@rcdvictoria.org. 
 

TEACHING POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
The Island Catholic Schools has teaching 
positions available for the 2015/2016 school 
year.  Please visit the website (www.cisdv.bc.ca) 
for information on the positions. 
 

UPDATE ON STAINED GLASS WINDOW 
Your new Parish Council met for the first time on 
August 5 and elected Mary McGovern as the 
new chair. The main point of discussion was the 
proposed stained glass window design, a model 
of which had been available at both churches for 
two weeks. The comments in the suggestion box 
were tabulated and the results were passed on to 
Council. Council was also pleased with the 
exchange between the members of the parish 
and the artist, Tom Mercer, on Sunday August 2. 
While the reaction from the parish seemed to be 
generally positive, it was noted that there was 
also a strong expression of concern regarding 
the “lack of Christian and Catholic symbols” and 
that the design “does not inspire spiritually.” 
After a long discussion Council decided to 
continue the process begun in the spring when 
initial approval was given on two occasions both 
by Council as well as the Finance Committee. 
Council also asked the stained glass window 
committee to discuss with the artist whether and 
how some of the concerns re. the design might 
be accommodated in possible modifications.  
On Aug. 12 the committee met with the artist 
Tom Mercer who agreed to modify the design.  
He has now submitted a revised design which 
you can view in the foyer. Tom Mercer will 
again be available on Sunday Sept. 6 after the 
10:30 mass.   At its Sept. 2nd meeting Parish 
Council will discuss the next steps.  

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
  

TUESDAY, SEP. 1 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
7:30 pm K of C Exec. Meeting  

 

WEDNESDAY, SEP. 2 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong  
6:00 pm Parish Council Meeting  
 

THURSDAY, SEP. 3 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 

 

FRIDAY, SEP. 4 

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeths  
 

SATURDAY,  SEP. 5 
4-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm   Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

 

SUNDAY, SEP. 6 
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption  
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

 

DON’T FORGET! 
Outdoor mass on Sun, Sept. 13 at 10:30 am at 
Our Lady of the Assumption, 7742 West 
Saanich Road in Saanichton.  Picnic to follow. 
The K of C and CWL will help Melanie Ehrlich 
in organizing the picnic. Bring chairs or 
blankets to sit on.  Pray for good weather! 
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