
Pastor’s Corner - Pope Francis: The Joy of Love (continued) 
 

On April 8 Pope Francis’ 263-page exhortation on the family, entitled Joy of Love (Amoris Laetitia) was released. It is 
available online in English at: tinyurl.com/Pope-Francis-Joy-of-Love. 
Last week I gave a very brief overview of the first five chapters. Using Fr. Thomas Reese’s article in the NCR here is a very 
brief overview of chapter 8 which deals with separated and divorced Catholics: 
“Pope Francis: the church "turns with love to those who participate in her life in an incomplete manner, recognizing that the 
grace of God works also in their lives by giving them the courage to do good, to care for one another in love and to be of 
service to the community in which they live and work." In such cases, "respect also can be shown for those signs of love which 
in some way reflect God's own love." He cites the "law of gradualness," … each human being "advances gradually with the 
progressive integration of the gifts of God & the demands of God's definitive and absolute love in his or her entire personal and 
social life." We need "to avoid judgments which do not take into account the complexity of various situations" and "to be 
attentive, by necessity, to how people experience distress because of their condition." Through dialogue and discernment, the 
church helps those in irregular marriages to understand "the divine pedagogy of grace in their lives." The situations of couples 
can be very different and should not be pigeonholed in rigid classifications. No "easy recipes" exist, he says. As a result, 
neither the synod nor the exhortation "could be expected to provide a new set of general rules, canonical in nature and 
applicable to all cases.” We need “to undertake a responsible personal and pastoral discernment of particular cases, one 
which would recognize that, since the degree of responsibility is not equal in all cases, the consequences or effects of a rule 
need not necessarily always be the same." …“Divorced and civilly remarried need to be more fully integrated into Christian 
communities in the variety of ways possible, while avoiding any occasion of scandal."  
He has a section on factors that can mitigate moral responsibility, which should be considered in such a discernment. "It can 
no longer simply be said that all those in any 'irregular' situation are living in a state of mortal sin and are deprived of 
sanctifying grace," he writes. Quoting the Catechism of the Catholic Church, he notes, "imputability and responsibility for an 
action can be diminished or even nullified by ignorance, inadvertence, duress, fear, habit, inordinate attachments, and other 
psychological or social factors." Elsewhere, he notes the catechism refers to circumstances that mitigate moral responsibility 
and mentions "affective immaturity, force of acquired habit, conditions of anxiety or other psychological or social factors that 
lessen or even extenuate moral culpability." Francis agrees with the synod: "While upholding a general rule, it is necessary to 
recognize that responsibility with respect to certain actions or decisions is not the same in all cases." But Pope Francis goes 
beyond just using conscience to recognize "that a given situation does not correspond objectively to the overall demands of 
the Gospel." He also says that "it can also recognize with sincerity and honesty what for now is the most generous response 
which can be given to God, and come to see with a certain moral security that it is what God himself is asking amid the 
concrete complexity of one's limits, while yet not fully the objective ideal". Francis is saying that it is not enough to simply 
consider whether or not a person's actions correspond to a general rule or law. "General rules set forth a good which can 
never be disregarded or neglected," he says, "but in their formulation they cannot provide absolutely for all particular 
situations." Thus, for Pope Francis, "it is possible that in an objective situation of sin? which may not be subjectively culpable, 
or fully such -- a person can be living in God's grace, can love and can also grow in the life of grace and charity, while 
receiving the Church's help to this end." In a footnote (351) he says that "in certain cases, this can include the help of the 
sacraments." He mentions both confession and Eucharist, which "is not a prize for the perfect, but a powerful medicine and 
nourishment for the weak." Pope Francis understands that some want a more rigorous approach with no room for confusion. 
"But I sincerely believe that Jesus wants a Church attentive to the goodness which the Holy Spirit sows in the midst of human 
weakness, a Mother who, while clearly expressing her objective teaching, always does what good she can, even if in the 
process, her shoes get soiled by the mud of the street." …"The Church's pastors, in proposing to the faithful the full ideal of the 
Gospel and the Church's teaching, must also help them to treat the weak with compassion, avoiding aggravation or unduly 
harsh or hasty judgements." He acknowledges that "mercy does not exclude justice and truth, but first and foremost we have 
to say that mercy is the fullness of justice and the most radiant manifestation of God's truth."  
The final chapter is on the spirituality of marriage and family life. He insists that the Lord dwells in real concrete families with all 
their “daily troubles and struggles, joys and hopes.” Living a life of love in such families is a means for deeper union with God. 
“Spirituality becomes incarnate in the communion of the family.” “Those who have deep spiritual aspirations should not feel 
that the family detracts from their growth in the life of the Spirit, but rather see it as a path which the Lord is using to lead them 
to the heights of mystical union.”      

MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues.(8:30 am) Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
  

Pastor: Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
 

Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

 

6
th 

SUNDAY OF EASTER:  MAY 1, 2016 
Acts 15.1-2, 22-29 / Rev 21.10-14, 22-23 / Jn 14.23-29 
Psalm: Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
    let all the peoples praise you. 

 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD: MAY 8, 2016 
Acts 1.1-11 / Eph 1.17-23 / Lk 24.46-53 

Psalm: God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

http://tinyurl.com/Pope-Francis-Joy-of-Love
mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH  
 

COLLECTIONS: 
Sunday, April 3 ...................................  $ 4,148 
Sunday, April 10 .................................  $ 2,942 
Sunday, April 17 .................................  $ 2,963 
Sunday, April 24 .................................  $ 3,883 
Pre-Authorized Debits ........................  $ 5,250 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR THE POPE’S 
PASTORAL WORKS:  APR IL 30 & MAY 1 

 

REPORT FROM ERITREA & S. SUDAN 
Sun, May 1, after 10:30 mass at St. Elizabeth's 
Church. Please grab a coffee and join us for 
slides, comments and questions answered about 
our recent trip to Eritrea and South Sudan.  You'll 
see the people and projects you support.  
Presented by Stephanie and Dennis Schroeder. 
 

A GREAT PERFORMANCE FOR A 
GREAT PURPOSE: MAY 25 
The Arbutus Singers will sing at St. Elizabeth's on 
Wed. May 25 at 7:30 pm for their annual 
fundraising concert, featuring beautiful & inspiring 
music. Tickets: $10 per person or $25 for a family 
(available at the door).  All proceeds will be used 
to expand the self-help agricultural project in 
seven villages in South Sudan, funded with your 
support by Hanti Sidra One Global Family.   
Also meet the manager of the project,  
William Kolong Pioth, who is visiting Canada.   
 

MEETING WITH GARY HOLMAN, MLA 
If you would like to discuss the provincial 
legislation on Euthanasia & Assisted Suicide 
come and meet our MLA Gary Holman on  
Friday, May 13, 1:30 pm at St. Elizabeth’s. 
 

K of C PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: MAY 8 & 9 
K of C “Pennies for Heaven” campaign in support 
of seminarians will be next weekend (May 8 & 9). 
 

MARCH FOR LIFE:  MAY 12  
12 pm mass at the Cathedral or St. Patrick’s, Oak 
Bay, followed by the march at 1:45 pm from 
Centennial Square to the Legislature. The theme 
is Caring Not Killing.  Rally starts at 2:15 pm.  
Day ends with the Pro-Life Gala at St. Patrick’s, 
doors open at 5:30, tickets $25. Info: 604-365-
3484 or www.ncln.ca/events/victoriagala. 
 

JAZZ VESPERS: MAY 1 
Partners in Time  at St. John’s United Church on 
May 1 at 7 pm at 10990 West Saanich Rd. across 
from Deep Cove School.   Free will offering.   
 

MOTHER’S DAY SHOW: MAY 7 
A 60’s music show, dinner, dance and silent 

auction sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, 

at St. Andrew’s High School Gym.  Tickets & info 

at SunsetCafe.eventbrite.ca.  Funds raised from 

ticket sales and silent auction will support Artemis 

Place for Girls and Respect Life Ministry. 
 

VICTORIA MULTIFAITH SOCIETY: MAY 15 
The Interfaith Youth Event Hosted by the Ismaili 

Muslim  Community, Sun. May 15, 2 - 4:30 pm  

at 1250 Esquimalt Rd (Ismaili Jamatkhana).  

Sponsored by Victoria Multifaith Society.  Keynote 

speaker: Karima Ramji. For info email Ali Hemani 

at ali@rocklandsolutions.com. 
 

HELP US FEED THE HUNGRY 
Do you have a few hours a week to help out at 

the Saint Vincent de Paul Social Concern Office 

downtown? We are looking for volunteers who 

can lift grocery bags and operate a simple 

computer program. Training provided. Our food 

program needs you!  Contact Margaret Walters: 

mwalters@svdpvictoria.com  250-727-0007. 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016, KRAKOW  
There are still 2 spots available for World Youth 
Day in Krakow this Summer. If you are interested, 
please contact Fr. Dean at catholic@uvic.ca or 
Fr. Paul at paul.szczur@mailsds.org.  
 

AMORIS LAETITIA PRESENTATION: JUN. 8 
Come and See!  Pope Francis’ new letter on the 
“Joy of Love” is profound and life-giving. Glen 
Palahicky, Diocesan Director of Religious 
Education, will animate a reflection on this letter 
at St. Joseph the Worker Parish, 753 West 
Burnside Rd on Wed. June 8, 7 - 8:30 pm.  

THE NEXT 2 WEEKS IN OUR PARISH 
  

 MONDAY,  MAY 2 &  9  

1:00 pm       Faith Reflection Group   
 

TUESDAY,  MAY 3 & 10  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s (May 3) 
9:00 am Service of the Word (May 10) 

11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY 4  & 11  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
2:00 pm CWL Executive Meeting (May 4) 

 

 THURSDAY,  MAY 5 & 12  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
 

FRIDAY,  MAY 6 & 13  

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s (May 6) 

9:00 am     Mass at Gerarda Ten-Have (May 13) 
 

SATURD AY ,  MAY 7 &  14  
4 - 4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm   Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

 

SUNDAY,  MAY 8 & 15  
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption  
9:45 am Children’s Religious Education  
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30 am Coffee fellowship  
 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

AGM and PARISH COUNCIL  

Thank you to all who attended our Parish AGM 

meeting on April 17. We thank you who have 

served on Parish Council for the past year and 
especially those who could not continue: Aida 

Follero, Richard Neary, Joanne Olson, Jeralyn 

Silveron. The members of the 2016-17 council 

are:  Mary McGovern (chair), James Bryce, 

Melanie Ehrlich, Jeff Hilton, Henry Teo, and 

new members: Gary & Lucy Clark, Patti-Anne 

Kay, Leonarda Manalo, Mary O’Shea & Cynthia 

Tandy.  A planning meeting will be held in 

June.  If you have any suggestions for next 

year, please  contact a member of council. 

The Parish also has a Finance Committee, 
which by Diocesan regulations is appointed  
by the Pastor. It advises Parish Council on 
financial matters and sees to the regular review 
of the parish’s income and expenses and of the 
year’s budget approved by Parish Council in 
November for the following year. Members are: 
Peter Taylor (chair), Freddie Brand, Ralph 
Gillis, Jim Williams & Mark Wright.  
We thank Jim Williams who for some ten years 
chaired this committee. Gary Koett and Fr. Rolf 
are ex officio members of Parish Council and of 
the Finance Committee. 
Please, consult the ministry reports and the 
finance statements which are on the bulletin 
board at St. Elizabeth’s. 

At the request of the Bishop our 2016 budget 
included monies for a second priest to minister 
primarily on the four First Nation Reserves in 
the Parish. Fr. Thomas Chinnappa (46), from 
the Diocese of Mysore north-east of Bangalore 
in India, has signed a contract with the Diocese 
and will arrive in a few months. He speaks 
English; his mother dialect is called “Kanada” ! 
He will live with me at the rectory Exciting times 
ahead!   Fr. Rolf, OP 

REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP UPDATE  

A small steering committee continues to look at 
sponsoring Syrian relatives of parishioners 
Josephine Tepsi and Jubrail Shudian and their 
son Joseph who plays the piano for the 
children’s choir. The situation is complex; the 
continued fighting & destruction in the city of 
Aleppo makes things more difficult.  We continue  
to explore possibilities and hope to have a 
recommendation before Council later this 
summer.  

CELEBRATING CHILDREN AT OUR PARISH 
To the parents of our young children, may 
we suggest … 
Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t  
feel you have to suppress it in God’s house.   
Quietly explain the parts of the Mass.  Sing the 
hymns, pray & voice the responses. Children 
learn liturgical behaviour by copying you.   
If you need to leave Mass with your child,  
feel free to do so, but please come back.  
Remember that the way we welcome children in 
Church directly affects the way that they 
respond to Church, to God, and to Christ.   
Let them know that they are at home in this 
Liturgical gathering.  
To the members of the Parish …   
A smile of encouragement is always welcome to 
parents with small, active children !   
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