
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca    Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 
  

 Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P.  Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
 

Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 

NEW TO THE PARISH? WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know 

you.  Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the 

bulletins in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: ____________________________________     
 

 

Address: __________________________________ 
 

Phone: ____________________  
 

Email: _____________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?   Yes __ No __ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

TUESDAY,  AUG.  9 ,16 ,23,30  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
7:00 pm K of C Rosary (Aug. 16) 
7:30 pm K of C General Meeting (Aug. 16) 
 

WEDNESDAY,  AUG.  10,  17 ,  24 ,  31  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

10:00 am Taiji Qigong ← CANCELLED  
 

 THURSDAY,  AUG.  11,18,25  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
2:00 pm Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Taiji Qigong ← CANCELLED  
 

FRIDAY,  AUG.  12,19,26  
9:00 am   Mass at home of Joan Mitchell (Aug.12) 
9:00 am   Mass at the Legion Manor (Aug.19) 
11:00 am Mass at Saanich Pen. Hospital (Aug. 26) 
        

SATURD AY ,  AUG.  13 ,20,27  
1:00 pm El Shaddai (Aug. 13) 
4 - 4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm   Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

 

SUNDAY,  AUG.  14,21 ,28  
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption  
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30 am Coffee fellowship  
 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

COLLECTIONS 

Sunday, July 24 ...........................................  $ 2,773 
Sunday, July 31  ..........................................  $ 4,383 
Pre-Authorized Debits (monthly)  .................  $ 5,250 

Monthly Target:  .........................  Approx. $ 23,000 
 

Our volunteer counters are asking you to please 

refrain from taping  shut your donation envelopes.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish”) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm or by appointment. 

 

 

     
     

 

AUGUST  
 

2016 
 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com
http://tinyurl.com/sppcal


We offer condolences to the families and pray for the  
repose of the souls of: Mary Teresa Eileen Chiarot                 

and Lori Ogle, who died on Aug. 4
th

 (funeral will be at Our 
Lady of The Assumption on Mon. Aug. 15

th
 at 1 pm). 

 

CONGRATULATIONS & OUR PRAYERS TO  
Arlene Van Zyl, daughter of Magda & Peter, on her Perpetual 
Profession as a Sister of The Franciscan Missionaries of Mary 
on Sun. Aug. 14 at St. Joseph’s,  Gatineau, Quebec. 
 
 

BIRTHRIGHT STROLLERT HON   
Birthright, pro-life crisis pregnancy service providing assistance 
to women in troubled pregnancies. The Lally family is walking 
on Sat. Aug. 13. Sponsor sheets are available after mass 
for you to sign, or contact Eslinda Lally at 250-656-2694. 
 

SAVE THE DATE:   SEPT.  24  
At St. Elizabeth’s: FoodSafe Level 1 is a food handling, 
sanitation and work safety course designed for front line food 
service workers. Open to ages 14+. Cost will be determined 
depending on number of registrants. We hope to have a full 
class of 30. Cost approx. $50: includes workbook & certificate. 
For more info and registration contact Rose Kwiatkowski at 
250-544-4891 or  rosekwiat@hotmail.com.  

Pastor’s Corner: Our parish’s response to the crisis in the Middle East 

 Last fall I asked a small group of parishioners to look at the possibility for our parish to sponsor a Christian family from the Aleppo area: 
Ramsay and Jean Attisha, Kathy de Bruin, Joseph Shudian, Josephine Tepsi, Marianne Tomashewski and Peter Yearwood. Because of the 
considerable difficulties faced by the family and because of the general complexity of the situation in Syria we have come to the conclusion that 
sponsoring the family is not possible and that we should put our energies in supporting a specific educational project.  
 As a committee reporting to Parish Council we think that it is better for our Parish to help the Christians left in Syria and in Iraq to remain there 
by financially supporting their fragile communities. Pope Francis, local bishops of the various eastern Catholic Churches (Armenian, Chaldean, 
Syriac, Maronite), as well as other religious and lay leaders, have repeatedly asked for support for their often persecuted Christian communities in 
Iraq and in Syria.  As a committee we are recommending that the Parish use the donations given for and the money we have set aside for refugee 
sponsorship to establish a link with a refugee community or families in Iraq or Syria and  help them in the needs they would identify for us. Our Parish 
Council will discuss this recommendation at its upcoming planning meeting at the end of August and will look into the concrete forms such financial 
support might take. I need to stress the point that this is a recommendation to be discussed; it has not been decided to do so. Once a decision has 
been made, individual donors who have specifically given for the purpose of sponsoring a refugee family to settle here, will be contacted to determine 
if they agree or not.  
 You may remember that in March 2015 Council and the finance committee decided to send $ 10,539.- to the Dominican community of Sisters 
and Brothers in Erbil, Kurdistan, who had fled there together with the Christians from Mosul after ISIS invaded the city and destroyed both the school 
and clinic. These Sisters and Brothers are accompanying the Christians living in makeshift housing (containers) and have opened a school and clinic. 
We need to remember that since the Iraq war most of the Christians have been forced out of their communities often fleeing into Kurdistan. The 
central  government in Iraq does little to help people in the north, Kurdistan. International aid and aid agencies can often only provide the basics of 
shelter, water and food and have little or no money for health and education. ISIS is often giving money to people, thereby drawing them into their 
sphere of influence. That is why church organizations are important channels for health, education and formation projects. 
 A couple of weeks ago a small group of us met with someone who is also convinced that there is a great need to support the refugees who 
are in the Middle East and who are unable and/or unwilling to leave their homeland and who prefer to stay and build their future there. Kathleen de 
Witt, who recently returned from Iraq where she worked with MSF (Doctors without Borders) in a refugee camp, witnessed personally the enormous 
needs and talked of how international and national aid agencies can hardly meet the basic needs for food and shelter. I have asked Kathleen to 
speak to our community on Sunday August 7th at the 10:30 mass. She will talk about how we could help the internally displaced refugees who are in 
the countries of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Turkey, and who are often deprived of basic health, education and formation opportunities.  
 Here is some info found in reports from organizations such as the CNEWA (Catholic Near East Welfare Association Canada, www.cnewa.ca ) 
or Aid to the Church in Need www.acn-aed-ca.org, both Papal charities:  
In Iraq, the number of Christians has gone down from one million in 2003 to less than 200,000 today and fifty percent of these latter are internally 
displaced especially after the invasion by ISIS (or IS=Islamic State) of the city of Mosul. Five years ago there were more than two million Christians in 
Syria. Today fewer than 1.2 million remain, with half a million internally displaced with a number of those held captive by ISIS in northern Syria. 
Because of persecution those living in refugee camps often fear the potential retribution for registering with the United Nations for assistance. As a 
result they are denied the aid that international and national relief organizations make available in the camps. They must rely solely on the local 
churches for support: emergency aid as well as basic health care and education. Let us remember that since the beginning of the political conflicts in 
Iraq in 2003 and in Syria in 2011 generations of children have often been deprived of the basic education and formation they need for their future. As 
these children mature into adults the human cost both in the present as well as in the future will be enormous. 
 At the July 30th vigil mass at World Youth Day in Kracow, Poland, Rand Mittri, a M.A. student from the University of Aleppo spoke to Pope 
Francis and his fellow pilgrims about the uncertainty and insecurity in which people live, not knowing in the morning whether their loved ones and 
their homes will be there in the evening: “...God where are you? Why have you forsaken us? ...Yet, more and more I believe that God exists despite 
all our pain. I believe that sometimes through our pain He teaches us the true meaning of love. My faith in Christ is the reason for my joy and hope. 
No one will ever be able to steal this true joy from me….”  There is also Skip Rodgers from Denver who is bicycling across the US and Canada in 
support of persecuted Christians in the Middle East. Let us try and see what we as a so blessed community can do for them.   
After hearing Kathleen de Witt, let committee and Council members and your pastor know of your thoughts. Shalom, 

A GENTLE REMINDER  

The exit from our parking lot can present challenges for both 
drivers and pedestrians. So please observe the STOP sign 
and  take extra caution when exiting the church parking lot. 
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