
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
  

Pastor: Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
 

Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

 
 
 

 
 

26 TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME,  
SEPT.  25 ,  2016  

 

 Amos 6.1a, 4-7 / 1 Tim. 6.11-16 / Lk 16.19-31 
 

Psalm 113: Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

Pastor’s Corner - September 25, 2016 - Symbol of the Cross   

This past week we had on September 14 the feast of the Holy Cross. I would like to briefly reflect on the meaning of the Cross. 
We are so used to it as a sign. However, we need to remember that for the first Christians the cross was a sign of humiliation, 
of defeat. Criminals and traitors were crucified and the first Christians did not wish to be identified in that way and so they used 
other symbols, such as the good shepherd, the sign of the fish (Ichtus) or the Greek alphabet chi/ro (Christus=anointed one) 
which Jim Russell carved on the lectern/ambo at St. Elizabeth’s. 
 Early in the fourth century, after the conversion of the Roman Emperor Constantine to Christianity, his mother St. Helen 
went to Jerusalem on a pilgrimage. Over what was believed to be the hill of Calvary a temple had been built to the Roman 
goddess of love, Aphrodite. Helen had this temple destroyed in order to build the basilica of the Holy Sepulchre. Workers found 
wooden crosses and legend has it that the cross of Jesus was identified when a dying woman was healed as she touched the 
wood. The cross quickly became the object of great veneration as “the wood upon which hung our salvation.” One of the 
first uses of the cross as a symbol is still visible on two huge wooden entrance doors to the Basilica of Santa Sabina in Rome, 
also a former temple converted to a church in the early 4th century which in the 13th century became the church and centre of 
the Dominican Order in Rome and where traditionally the Pope celebrates the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday. 
 The cross does not glorify suffering; it should not be seen as an explanation or justification for the suffering of this 
world, of the crosses that people, and especially the poor, the ill, the persecuted, must bear. Rather, the cross is a symbol of 
the triumph of love and faithfulness of God in Jesus, the triumph of Christ over evil and sin. The cross became an 
instrument of transformation, of redemption and glorification. At the beginning of John’s Gospel (John 3:13-17) Jesus has a 
conversation with Nicodemus where Jesus links the lifting up of the serpent in the book of Numbers (21:4-9), which later 
became the symbol of the healing of medicine, to the lifting up of the Son of Man who heals the world and connects heaven 
and earth by his death, resurrection and ascension. John wanted his readers to remember the words of Isaiah 53:13: “Behold 
my servant shall prosper; he shall be lifted up and glorified exceedingly.” The Greek word used is hyposothenai –“to be 
lifted up” with a double meaning: it both refers to the “lifting up” of Jesus on the cross as well as to the lifting up of Jesus in 
glory at the resurrection and ascension. As a result of the servant’s suffering, many were healed by “looking upon”, that is by 
“believing in”, God’s power as symbolized in the bronze serpent. So also believers in Jesus are healed and saved by the lifting 
up of the crucified, risen Lord. As a result of their “looking upon”, of their belief in, the crucified-exalted one, the believer is 
granted life in him, that is, a share in the same process of death-to-life exaltation (John 3:15). 
 The cross became in Jesus life-giving. Our own crosses can also move us beyond bitterness and anger so as 
to become truly life-giving. A blind person can develop a greater sensitivity to listen to others, to the beauty of sound in 
music and nature. The person with arthritis develops a greater empathy for those deformed in body or mind. The recovered 
alcoholic becomes sensitive to the challenges and  the power of addiction. The person who goes through a divorce, is 
victimized through poor relationships can learn how to heal broken hearts, or at least share pain and courage. Failures, hurts 
and disappointments can make us grow as a person, make us more mature, bring us to look at what is essential in life. We try 
and make our kids see things in that way! We are all invited to look at our lives and ask ourselves: how has this cross shaped 
my life? If I didn’t have this cross, what kind of person would I be? Lived in faith and trust our crosses can become blessings, 
truly life-giving! 
 We are seeing at the Para Olympics in Brazil beautiful and inspiring images of life-giving challenges and courage. It 
was wonderful to see huge crowds cheering on athletes, at times reserving the biggest cheers for those who ended up last.  
Life itself shows us other examples of courage. Let us celebrate the many people who because of their faith in God have, like 
Jesus transformed their own experiences of death, illness and sorrow of every kind into meaningful, life-giving experiences.  
Sheila Cassidy, a doctor, jailed and tortured in Chile under Pinochet as a prisoner of conscience, wrote this victory poem: 
“I believe no pain is lost. No tear unmarked, no cry of anguish unheard, lost in the hail of gunfire or blanked out by the padded 
cell. I believe that pain and prayer are somehow saved, processed, stored, used in the Divine Economy.  
The blood shed in Salvador will irrigate the heart of some financier a million miles away. The terror, pain, despair, swamped by 
lava, flood or earthquake, will be caught up like mist and fall again, a gentle rain on arid hearts or souls despairing in the back 
streets of Brooklyn.” 
Some of the excellent books written by Sheila Cassidy, Audacity to Believe, Good Friday People, Sharing the Darkness, 
deal with suffering and healing, palliative care as well as a her own journey. Great reading. 
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IN OUR PARISH  
 

COLLECTIONS 

Sept. 4  ................................................ $ 3,270 
Sept. 11 ............................................... $ 3,467 
Sept. 18 ............................................... $ 5,643 
Pre-Authorized Debits  ........................ $ 5,250 

Monthly Target  ...................................$23,000 
 

We welcome into our faith community in 
Baptism: John Robert Yarish,  

child of David & Laura  
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND: 
NEEDS OF THE CANADIAN CHURCH  

 

LUNCH WITH A PURPOSE: OCT.2  
The annual Eritrean Benefit Luncheon will be 
held after 10:30 am mass at St. Elizabeth’s on 
Sun. Oct. 2. All money goes to support the 
work of five religious congregations, for 
schools, clinics, agriculture and women's self-
help projects. By donation. Good food, great 
fellowship. For more info or to volunteer or 
donate call Stephanie at 250-655-3635. 
 

CWL MEETING:OCT.  5  
All CWL members are urged to attend a very 
important meeting on Wed. Oct. 5, 2 pm at  
St. Elizabeth’s. The purpose of this meeting is to have 
input from all members about the future existence of 
the CWL in our parish.  This is not an election meeting. 
 

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN & 
YOUTH  
Sacramental preparation begins Sun. Sept. 25. 
Children and parents meet from 9:45 to 11 am 
when they join the community after the homily. 
Young people who already have received these 
sacraments are invited to gather Sun. Oct. 2 in 
preparation for an exciting play “Too Wrapped 
Up For Christmas”.  Registrations continue. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ANNIVERSARY 

Everyone is invited to a Thanksgiving Mass 
this Tue. Sep. 27, 5 pm at Sacred Heart Church 
to celebrate  100 years of service to the poor on 
Vancouver Island. Tickets to a gala dinner are 
available at 250-727-0007.  The dinner will be at 
the Officers Mess in Esquimalt. 

LOOKING FOR YOUR INPUT  !  
The Annual Diocesan Appeal will begin the 
weekend of  Oct. 15/16, once again giving us 
an opportunity to plan for a parish 
enhancement project. 20% of whatever is 
raised remains in our parish.  You are invited to 
submit ideas for a project to Parish Council. 
The list of Council Members is in the foyer. 
 

THANK YOU KIRZINGER FAMILY 
Sincere thanks to Julie & Larry for making this 
year’s grape jelly, raising $1,027 for the 
Pasobolong Family Centre in Mindanao 
aiding youths in their education & formation. As 
you finish your delicious jar of jelly, please bring 
back the empty jar.  Thank you for your support! 
 

 

HALLOWEEN TRUNK ‘N TREAT: OCT. 31 
To promote a safe & enjoyable Halloween 
environment for our community, Carla & Jim 
Fretwell are organizing a “Trunk ‘n Treat” event 
in the parking lot of St. Elizabeth’s (5 - 8 pm).  
Car trunks will be decorated for Halloween, and 
children will go from trunk to trunk for their 
treats. Parishioners with & without a vehicle are 
welcome to help with the distribution of treats. 
Halloween is only five weeks away, so please 
call Carla & Jim at 250-655-4159 or email 
sasa64coho@gmail.com. 
 

DIOCESESAN COURSES/WORKSHOPS: 

 Healing Gifts For Wounded Hearts:  
Sat. Oct. 1, 9 am - noon at Holy Cross, 
Ecumenism workshop given by Terry Marner, 
former Ecumenical Officer, Diocese of Regina. 
For info contact tmarner@uvic.ca.  

 The Mercy of God: Oct. 4 - 25, Tuesdays, 
7 pm at St. Andrew’s Cathedral given by  
Fr. Harrison. To register email the Cathedral 
office at standrewscathedral@gmail.com or 
call Alice at 250-388-5571.  

 Reflections on the Psalms: Oct. 11 - Dec. 6, 
7 pm,  2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesday of the month at 

Sacred Heart. C.S Lewis’s “Reflection on  
the Psalms” will be referred to (ISBN 
9780156762489). To register: 250-479-1611 
or email sacredheartchurch@shaw.ca. 

 The Pivotal Players: 12 week series begins 
Mon. Oct. 17, 7 - 9 pm at St. Joseph’s.  DVD 
series by Bishop Robert Barron explores the 
lives of 6 extraordinary Catholics. Study guide 
required ($35). For registration / info call  
Michael Watkins at 250-858-1731 or email 
michaelnwatkins@gmail.com.  

PASTORAL CARE OUTREACH 
PROGRAM SESSION 1:  OCT.  22  
Sat. Oct. 22, 9 am - 2 pm, The Healing Ministry of 
Christ at Trinity Parish, Nanaimo. Workshops are 
open to all who want to understand the practical 
aspects of pastoral care; hospital and 
homebound parish visitors who want to be more 
effective in their ministry; parishioners who look 
after family members; other caregivers and 
anyone interested in knowing more about their 
faith.  We recommend that participants attend all 
four workshops, if possible. Bring a bag lunch; 
coffee & tea provided. To register call  
250-390-2612 or email trinitycatholic@shaw.ca. 
 

“SCREENAGERS”:  OCT.  12  
Wed. Oct. 12, 7 pm, Saanichton Bible 
Fellowship (2159 Mt. Newton Cross Rd) will 
present the film “Screenagers - Growing up in 
the Digital Age”.  Present will be the local team 
from the Child and Youth Mental Health  
and Substance Abuse.  “Screenagers” depicts 
family struggles over social media, video 
games, academics and internet addiction. For 
info contact Pastor Troy Dunham, 
sbftroy@shaw.ca at 778-679-4642. 
 

EARTH LITERACIES  
Making a Place We Can All Call Home:  
4 Wed. Sept 28 - Oct. 19, 7 - 9 pm. $75 /  
$20 drop in.  See poster in foyer for more info. 
 

RETROUVAILLE FOR MAR RIAGES   

Married Singles Lifestyle - The Married Singles 
Lifestyle describes couples that may have lost a 
sense of closeness they once had as marriage 
partners and are living more like roommates. 
Retrouvaille teaches couples how to survive 
times like these in their marriages. This program 
has helped thousands of couples experiencing 
difficulty at all levels of marital distress from 
disillusionment to deep misery.  For confidential 
info/registration for the Oct. 14 - 16 program  
on the mainland call 604-530-6710, or email 
vancouverbc@retrouvaille.org. 
 

JAZZ VESPERS: OCT. 2  
Jazz Vespers 7 pm at St. John’s United 
Church, 10990 West Saanich Rd.  

THE NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
  

 MONDAY,  SEPT.  26  

1:00 pm Faith Reflection 
 

TUESDAY,  SEPT.  27  

8:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration  

11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPT.  28   

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth  

10:00 am Taiji Qigong 
 

 THURSDAY,  SEPT.  29  

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 

2:00 pm Prayer Group  

6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY,  SEPT.  30  

11:00 am  Mass at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 
 

SATURD AY ,  OCT.  1  
4 - 4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm   Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SUNDAY,  OCT.  2  

8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption    

9:45 am Children’s Religious Education   

10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

11:30 am Eritrean Benefit Lunch 
 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

PARISH RECORDS UPDATE 

Please place your completed Parish Registration 
Form in the basket in the foyer. Members of 
Parish Council are available to distribute Parish 
Registration Forms and to answer questions.  
We know that most parishioners have filled out 
this form in the past; however, we would really 
appreciate your effort to fill out the form 
completely (on both sides).  It is important for 
our Parish records  
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