
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
  

Pastor: Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
 

Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

 
 

 29
TH 

SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
OCT. 16, 2016 

 

Exodus 17:8-13 / 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2 / Luke 18:1-8 
 

         30
TH 

SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
          OCT. 23, 2016  

Pastor’s Corner: Missionary Church, Witness of Mercy: World Mission Sunday (October 23, 2016) 
A few weeks before the conclusion of the Jubilee of Mercy, this year’s World Mission Sunday (Oct. 23) allows us to celebrate 
missionary activity and also deepen our understanding of the spiritual meaning of mercy. It opens our hearts and minds to a future 
in which mercy is at the heart of our Christian life. What is mercy? Why mercy? How is this pastoral attitude a sign of God in our 
world? How can our Christian communities become the “islands of mercy in the midst of the sea of indifference”? The Word of God 
calls us to “roll up our sleeves and not stand by and watch passively the suffering of the world.” (Pope Francis, Febr.15, 2015).  
The Church is essentially a missionary extension of God’s mercy. For us who believe in Jesus Christ, our mission is to be the signs 
of God’s presence and closeness with all people in today’s world. What we receive during the Year of Mercy, we must share with 
our brothers and sisters so they too may experience God’s love and tenderness, through comfort, forgiveness and hope. 
Shortly after his election Pope Francis said that mercy changes everything: “feeling mercy changes everything. This is the best 
thing that we can feel: it changes the world. A little mercy makes the world less cold and more just. We need to understand this 
mercy of God, this merciful Father who is so patient....” (March 17, 2013). In Evangelii Gaudium, Francis developed his thoughts 
on “mercy”. It appears like a chorus that must be repeated and offered to the world. Along with Pope Francis, we acknowledge that 
Canadian society and in particular the Church, has a “great need of mercy today, and it is important that the lay faithful experience 
it and bring it into different social environments. Move forward! We are living in the age of mercy.” (Jan11, 2015)  
A path of mercy  
Everything comes from God’s heart. To be merciful like God, is to become a font of love and tenderness for every person. Mercy 
shows the paternity of the Father, who becomes sad when his children suffer and sin. God suffers with us, because of our 
estrangement and our growing indifference. In a great movement of compassion and love, he shows us his “mercy” and he asks us 
to do the same. Through confession, God forgives us, gives us back our rightful place as sons and daughters. This is what Jesus 
suggested to us during his life and asks us to do with our brothers, sisters: “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful (Luke 6:36). 
Despite the many violent and hateful events that we experience and endure, we want to promote and experience peace and 
justice. Mercy is the first step towards that peace and justice. It is the first essential step for a true fraternity. But we must go further 
than vain wishes and really take that path to be agents of mercy in each “outskirt and frontier” of the world.  
Let us be merciful here AND elsewhere: let us feed those who are starving; let us give something to drink to those who are thirsty; 
let us give clothes to those who are naked; let us welcome the stranger; let us provide our assistance and let us take care of the 
sick; let us visit the prisoners; let us respect and honor the dead (cf. Mt 25:31-46) Let us not forget to give advice to those who are 
doubtful; to teach the children; to warn the sinners; to give comfort to the afflicted; to forgive the trespasses; to be patient with the 
people who harm us and to pray for the living and the dead. God the Father asks us to be merciful and to experience it through joy: 
“the giver, in generosity… the compassionate, in cheerfulness.” (Rm 12:8)  
From mercy to reconciliation  
Let us take another step. At the heart of this celebration of the Jubilee of Mercy, there is the sacrament of reconciliation that allows 
us to experience in the flesh, the greatness of mercy. “The time has come for the Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once 
more. It is time to return to the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of our brothers and sisters. Mercy is the force that 
reawakens us to new life and instills in us the courage to look to the future with hope.” (Pope Francis, Bull of Indiction, no 10) 
Mercy does not only consist of forgiveness; it also leads to the sacrament of reconciliation in a privileged manner. It is the place 
where we can experience God’s love which heals our heart wounded by evil.  
From reconciliation to fraternal life  
A third step leads us from reconciliation to fraternal life. Life is a long pilgrimage that leads us to a life with God. As a sign of that 
transition, in many dioceses of Canada, “doors of mercy” have been opened. To experience a pilgrimage and to go through a 
physical door of mercy, it is to proclaim that we want to open the door of our heart to God’s mercy. “Pilgrimage is a particular sign 
of the Holy Year, because it represents the journey that each of us makes in this life [...] Also, in order to reach the Holy Door in 
Rome or in any other place in the world, everyone according to his or her ability, must make a pilgrimage. This will be a sign that 
mercy is also a goal that must be reached and it requires dedication and sacrifice. May pilgrimage encourages us to conversion: by 
crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, we will find the strength to embrace God’s mercy and dedicate ourselves to being merciful 
with others as the Father has been with us.” (Bull of Indiction, no 14)  
The enlivening source of a merciful Christian life is prayer. May World Mission Sunday be a beautiful celebration of people who are 
open and available to express mercy towards their poorest brothers and sisters. May the Merciful Father bestow upon you the 
grace of forgiveness and open your heart to forgiveness and to give it in return. As a Church, as a family, let us be merciful.  

Let us experience and build together a better world. Have a great World Mission Sunday! 
(from material provided by the Society for the Propagation of the Faith: www.misssionsocieties.ca) 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH  
 

COLLECTIONS 

Oct. 2  ................................................  $ 4,046 
Oct. 9 .................................................  $ 3,049 
Pre-Authorized Debits  .......................  $ 5,300 

Monthly Target  .................................. $23,000 

Needs of Canadian Church ...............  $ 3,920 
 

FR.  ROLF IS TAKING A BREAK  
Fr. Rolf will visit his family in Winnipeg and his 
Dominican brothers in Toronto and Ottawa from 
Oct. 18 to Nov. 9. Father Don Malins will 
preside at weekend Masses.  For assistance or 
an emergency contact Gary at the parish office. 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR HAITI TODAY 
Our Bishop has authorized a special collection 
for Haiti. All funds collected will be sent to 
Development and Peace, who has reliable local 
partners at the grass root level.  Please make 
cheques (or envelopes) out to the Parish with 
“Haiti” written on them  Our prayers are with all 
those affected by Hurricane Matthew in Haiti.   
 

FAMILY PRAYER SERVICE: OCT. 18  
This Tuesday, Oct. 18 at 7 pm, the Knights of 
Columbus are hosting a Family Prayer Service at 
St. Elizabeth's. This is in conjunction with their 
travelling icon of the Holy Family, on display in 
the church.  All parishioners are invited to attend. 
 

SHARING OUR BOUNTY WITH THE POOR 
Thanksgiving reminds us of how 
blessed we are. During the 
month of October you are asked 
to bring non-perishable food and 
place it around the altar. All food 
items will be distributed to the 
poor of our community.  

 

K of C  OKTOBERFEST: OCT. 28 
Good food, good company, games 
& raffle. 6:30 pm - cocktails, 7 pm - 
dinner. $10 single, $25 family.  
 

ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS  
Congratulations to  Filipino Samahan and to  
El Shaddai who are both celebrating 
anniversaries this month. 

 

HALLOWEEN TRUNK ‘N TREAT: OCT. 31 
To promote a safe & enjoyable Halloween for 
the children in our community, Carla & Jim 
Fretwell are organizing a “Trunk ‘n Treat” event 
in the parking lot of St. Elizabeth’s on Oct. 31 
from 5 - 8 pm.  Car trunks will be decorated for 
Halloween, and children will go from trunk to 
trunk for their treats. Parishioners with & without 
a vehicle are welcome to help distribute  
treats. Please call Carla & Jim at  
250-655-4159 or email sasa64coho@gmail.com. 

FOR OUR PARISH YOUTH  
All young people are invited to gather on 
Sunday mornings with Stasia Hartley to 
prepare some service oriented activities in the 
time leading up to Christmas.  
 

PASTORAL CARE OUTREACH 
PROGRAM SESSION 1:  OCT.  22  
Sat. Oct. 22, 9 am - 2 pm, The Healing Ministry 
of Christ at Trinity Parish in Nanaimo. 
Workshops are open to all who want to 
understand the practical aspects of pastoral 
care; hospital and homebound parish visitors 
who want to be more effective in their ministry; 
parishioners who look after family members; 
other caregivers and anyone interested in 
knowing more about their faith.  We 
recommend that participants attend all four 
workshops, if possible. Bring a bag lunch; 
coffee & tea provided. To register call  
250-390-2612 or email trinitycatholic@shaw.ca. 
 

INTERNET SAFETY / CYBER BULLYING:OCT. 27 

At St. Andrew’s High School, 880 McKenzie Ave. 
Oct. 27, 7 pm Beth & Darren Laur of Personal 
Protection Systems Inc. will make a 
presentation about personal safety, both on-line 
and off-line. This prevalent and important issue 
impacts many teens’ social media interaction.  
RSVP by Thurs, October 20   250-479-1414.  
 

BISHOP'S DISTINGUISHED LECTURE: NOV. 3  
The Hon. Steven Point, former B.C. Lieutenant 
Governor will present Justice in Canada, 
Perspectives on Truth, Compassion and 
Indigenous Peoples Thu. Nov. 3, 7:30 pm at 
UVic, First Peoples House (Ceremonial Hall). 
Info: Fr. Dean Henderson, at 250-721-8339 or 
email catholic@uvic.ca. 
 

F.Y. I .  (FOR YOUR INFORMATION):  

Around 2 - 4 am on Thursday, Sep. 22 a break-
in occurred at Our Lady of the Assumption 
church. The alarm wires were cut and the 
following items were stolen:  
gold-plated silver paten; 2 communion bowls; 3 
communion cups; large gold-plated & aluminum 
host containers; silver triple oil container; 
incense censer. The alarm wires were replaced 
at a cost of $714; the replacement value of the 
liturgical vessels is estimated to be $2,800. 
Unfortunately, our insurance coverage has a 
$5,000 deductible; no claim has been made.  
The police are investigating. 
 

DIOCESESAN COURSES/WORKSHOPS: 

 The Pivotal Players: 12 week series begins 
Mon. Oct. 17, 7 - 9 pm at St. Joseph’s.  DVD 
series by Bishop Robert Barron explores the 
lives of 6 extraordinary Catholics. Study guide 
required ($35). For registration / info call  
Michael Watkins at 250-858-1731 or email 
michaelnwatkins@gmail.com.  

 Discovery Faith Course:6 weeks from Thurs. 
Oct. 27, 7 pm at St. Andrew’s Cathedral . To 
register, call Bernadette at 250-896-4136 or 
email det.oconnor@gmail.com  

 

DIOCESAN SOCIAL JUSTICE  COMMITTEE 
Bishop Gary wishes each parish to have a person  

keen on doing something about social justice 

issues on a Diocesan committee meeting 5 to 6 

times a year.  If interested  please see Fr. Rolf. 

NEXT 2 WEEKS IN OUR PARISH 
  

 MONDAY,  OCT.  17  &  24  

1:00 pm Faith Reflection 
 

TUESDAY,  OCT.  18  &  25  
9:00 am No Mass; Service of the Word -  
   and Eucharistic Adoration  
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
7:00 pm Family Prayer Service (Oct. 18) 
7:30 pm K of C General Meeting (Oct. 18) 
 

WEDNESDAY,  OCT.  19  & 26  
9:00 am No Mass; Communion Service   
10:00 am Taiji Qigong 
 

 THURSDAY,  OCT.  20  & 27  
9:00 am No Mass; Communion Service   
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
2:00 pm Prayer Group   
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY,  OCT.  21  & 28  

9:00 am     Service of the Word at Legion (21
st

) 

11:00 am  Service of the Word at Saanich 
  Peninsula Hospital (Oct. 28) 

6:30 pm Oktoberfest (Oct. 28) 
 

SATURD AY ,  OCT.  22  & 29  
2:00 pm El Shaddai Anniversary (Oct. 22) 
5:00 pm   Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

 

SUNDAY,  OCT.  23  & 30  
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption    
9:45 am Children’s Religious Education & 
  Youth Gathering (see bulletin item) 
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
Come and have an AWESOME time with 1400+ 
Catholic Youth. Seattle Youth Conference - 
Reckless Mercy.  Nov. 11 - 13.  Open to all 
youth in Grades 10 through 12. Fee. $175. 
Contact Kelly Bourke kbourke@rcdvictoria.org. 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
Today we kickoff our Annual Appeal along with 

all other parishes and missions throughout our 

Diocese. Your generosity will assist our parish 

and extend to countless people in need 

throughout our Diocese. Pope Francis’ call to 

care for each other reminds us of what personal 

giving can be. Our theme is “Rock The Mission”. 

Thank you to Linda MacGowan for leading the 
appeal team. Please consider pledging to help 

our Diocesan family. Our parish goal is 

$46,000. Parish Council decided that the 

parish’s 20 %will be used in part to refurbish 

the kitchen.  In the coming week you will 
receive the appeal letter in the mail. You can 

view the Bishop’s video at tinyurl.com/2016-

victoria-diocese-appeal. 
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