
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
  

Pastor: Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
 

Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

   Pastor’s Corner: Advent 2: “The faith that I love the most is hope, says God” 
 

 As we journey through Advent in preparation for the rebirth of Jesus in our hearts the Prophet Isaiah 
accompanies us with words of hope. We sure need to hear words of hope in our broken and divided world. Charles 
Peguy described hope as “that little promise of a bud that appears in April; ... my hope is she who rises every 
morning; …the faith that I love the most is hope, says God - la foi que j’aime le mieux, dit Dieu, c’est l’esperance.” 
We cannot see the fully-developed flower but it is there nevertheless growing within the bud. Last week Isaiah lifted 
our spirits by reminding us to “go up to the mountain of the Lord; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk 
in his paths.” God’s ways would bring people to “beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more (Isaiah 2:5).” 

 On Friday we came together to remind ourselves that by our sins we all contribute in some way to the divisions 
and lack of true peace that plague our world and that we needed God’s mercy and healing. And so we received the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation from a loving and merciful God empowering us once more to continue the journey 
together with Jesus, the Risen Lord, who is our hope. Isaiah reminds us that the gift of rebirth of Jesus in our hearts at 
Christmas will give us the same Spirit which Isaiah describes today as that “little promise of a bud”, that “shoot that 
shall come out from the stump of Jesse, that branch that shall grow out of its roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord (Isaiah 11:1-2).” Christmas reminds us that that same Spirit is reborn in us encouraging and empowering 
us to keep on moving forward, rising with us every morning. Isaiah will tell us next week that God will 
“strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be 
strong, do not fear! (Isaiah 35: 6).” 

 Our Advent/Christmas readings are not blind to the negative and evil aspects of the world. Rather they 
encourage us to hold hope and promise as well as indifference and sin in perspective. We are all too aware of the 
destructive power of evil in our world and there are all too many people who know and experience it close up. We see 
and experience evil’s insidious way taking over hearts, minds and cultures. At times it is a challenge to visualize a 
place not plagued by war, a place where the hungry are fed, children are protected and where resources are available 
to meet the needs of the poor and deprived; and we are not just talking of the material needs but also of the spiritual 
needs.  Escaping the world’s problems is not the answer. That is when our faith tells us to see hope as being part 
of the journey as well as the destination. We have the assurance not to fear, to be strong; we have the 
assurance that our God is the God of our journey and not just the God of our destination.  We have the 
assurance that God journeys with us every step of the way, one step at a time.  

 We believe in a God whose power is at work in us and who helps us to do infinitely more than we dare 
to ask or imagine (cf. Ephesians). Divine power is the source of our hope and strength to bring it about over 
the long haul: after all it is in the bud growing, yes slowly, but growing nevertheless little by little. And that bud 
is within the human because even though most of our problems were created by humans we know that they can also 
be corrected by humans. After all, we have been given the creative power as a gift by a creator who wished to share 
the creative power with us humans. Our faith empowers us to be the compassion and mercy of God and agents 
of change, of healing and reconciliation in a broken and divided world.  

 Advent  invites us both to be attentive to the material and spiritual needs of our world and to be attentive to the 
wonders that are already present and to give thanks. When Jesus invites us to build a house/our lives on rock on 
solid foundations, he invites us to trust in the Lord, to listen/hear the word and to act on that word  
(cf. Matthew 7). In Advent we can light a candle on our advent wreath and listen to the Scripture reading of the day. 
We can find a way to make this season a happier for one for who the Christmas season is a sad time. We can truly 
listen to/share the suffering of our world, of a loved one, or of a stranger struggling with cancer or with a mental illness 
or an addiction. These are ways of building on solid foundations by simply being present, by offering understanding 
and support. These are ways of listening and acting, by being people of hope. 

 

  

DECEMBER 4, 2016 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 / Romans 15:4-9 / Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Psalm: In his days may righteousness flourish and 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH  
 

COLLECTIONS 

Nov. 6  ................................................  $ 4,800 
Nov. 13 ...............................................  $ 2,729 
Nov. 20 ...............................................  $ 2,924 
Nov. 27 ...............................................  $ 4,789 
Pre-Authorized Debits  .......................  $ 5,300 

Monthly Target  .................................. $23,000 

Catholic Missions in Canada ..............  $ 1,004 
 

We offer condolences to the family and pray for 
the repose of the soul of: 

 Gabe Mallouk, who died on Nov. 24,  

funeral on Dec. 19, 11 am at St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Welcome into our faith community in Baptism: 
Noah Daniel Plesu, child of Daniel & Krista 

 

NATIVITY SCENE AT ST. ELIZABETH’S  
Last year Fr. Rolf asked the Filipino community to 
make the figures of the Nativity scene at  
St. Elizabeth’s. This year the figures, both human 
and animal, will be made by the Balaiah, Da Silva 
and Rodrigues families, and others, with clothing 
typically worn in India. They will also make Indian 
lanterns. You are invited to help in the 
decoration of St. Elizabeth’s on Sunday, 
Dec. 18 after the 10:30 mass. 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHOIR  
Holly Beattie (778-426-4409) will be leading a 
children’s choir for the Christmas Eve family 
mass on Dec. 24 at 5:00 pm.  Practices will be 
immediately after 10:30 mass for one hour on  
the following Sundays: Dec. 4, 11 and 18.  
Please come and join us.  Thank you, Holly! 
 

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS 
Donations for Christmas flowers are welcome. 
Put donations in an envelope marked “Flowers”. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL INFORMATION 
On Dec.16 some members of our Parish Council 
and Finance Committee together with Fr. Rolf will 
meet with Bishop Gary Gordon and Leah 
MacKenzie re. the Bishop’s plan (and it’s financial 
implications on our budget) for a priest from India 
to join Fr. Rolf in ministering our faith community 
on the peninsula. As a result, our 2017 budget 
will not be finalized until the Parish Council 
meeting of January 4. 

NEW SUNDAY MISSALS ARE HERE 

2016/17 missals are available in the foyer for $5   
 

CWL BAKE SALE: DEC. 3 & 4  

After 5 pm mass on Sat. Dec. 3, and 10:30 am 

mass on Sun. Dec. 4.  
 

GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS 

Hanti Sidra One Global Family has available a 

new set of gift cards. Donate $20 in someone's 

name for our work in Eritrea and South Sudan 

and you get a gift card to send to that person.  

CWL CHRISTMAS PARTY: DEC. 7  
The CWL Christmas Party will be held on Wed. 
Dec. 7, 2 pm at St. Elizabeth's.  Members and 
any ladies of the parish who are curious about 
the CWL are welcome.  Please bring a potluck 
appetizer, a donation to the food bank, and a 
wrapped gift for exchange (approx. $5).  
 

ANAWIM HOUSE DONATIONS 
Anawim House welcomes your financial donations 
and  toiletries. Place donations in the Christmas box 
in the foyer at St. Elizabeth’s.  Christmas trees 
available in early December - call 250-382-0283. 
 

JAZZ VESPERS: SUN. DEC. 4 
7 pm  at St. John’s United Church. 
 

RECONCILIATION SERVICE: DEC. 8  
Holy Cross is holding their Parish Reconciliation 
Service on December 8 at 7:00 pm.   
 

VOICES OF CHRIST: DEC. 11 
Sun. Dec. 11, 7 pm at Holy Cross, 4049 Gordon 
Head Rd. Voices of Christ presents In The Spirit of 
Christmas, a benefit concert for the Thembalethu 
Shelter for Children.   Admission by donation. 
 

ENCOUNTERING CHRIST 
A 13 week course with Dr. Patricia Rooke, 
Tuesdays 7 - 9 pm,  Jan. 3 to Apr. 25, in the 
Parish Centre, 740 View Street.  We will examine 
the Seven Sacraments of the Church in  
their scriptural context. Limit of 30 participants.  

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
  

 MONDAY,  DEC.  5  

1:00 pm Faith Reflection 
 

TUESDAY,  DEC.  6  
8:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration 
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
7:30 pm K of C  Executive Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY,  DEC.  7  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong 
2:00 pm CWL Christmas Party 
6:00 pm Parish Council Meeting 
 

 THURSDAY,  DEC.  8  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY,  DEC.  9  

9:00 am Mass at the home of Kay Richards  
 

SATURD AY ,  DEC.  10  
4:00 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SUNDAY,  DEC.  11  
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 
9:45 am Children’s Religious Education 
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
11:30 am Youth Choir Practice 
 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

DIOCESAN APPEAL UPDATE  
The number of participants is growing! 146 out 
of 400 families have so far pledged to the 
Diocesan Appeal. Can we do better? SURE WE 
CAN - if the remaining 254 families help out! 
Any commitment from the remaining families 
would be very much appreciated!  20% of the 
total donated will be used for special projects at 
our church, such as refurbishing the kitchen at 
St. Elizabeth’s.  

Tax receipts for 2016 will be issued for 
donations received by Dec. 31. 

Total to date: $36,660 from 146 households 

Our goal is  100% participation 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

** PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGES ** 
 

SATURDAY, Dec. 10 & 17 
 5:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

 

SUNDAY, Dec. 11 & 18 
 8:30 am - Mass at Our Lady of the 

            Assumption (OLA) 
 10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

 

Christmas Eve 
SATURDAY, Dec. 24 

5:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
8:00 pm - Mass at OLA 
10:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

 

Christmas Day 
SUNDAY, Dec. 25 

10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
2:00 - 9:00 pm - El Shaddai  Christmas:  

Worship, Mass at 3 pm, dinner & pageant 
 

MON. Dec. 26, 9 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

TUE. Dec. 27,  8:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

WED. Dec. 28 & Thurs. Dec. 29:  
         9:00 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

FRI. Dec. 30, 11 am - Mass at Saan. Pen. Hosp. 

 

New Years Eve 
SATURDAY, Dec. 31 

5:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
 

New Years Day 
SUNDAY, Jan. 1, 2016 
8:30 am - Mass at OLA 

10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

http://tinyurl.com/sppcal

