
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISIT ING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Phone: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1557  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 12:00 noon 
  

 Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Admin. Assistant: Melanie Ehrlich  

 Associate Pastor: Fr. Thomas Chinnappa Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

 

Pastor’s Corner: Advent 3 –Dec. 16, 2018- called to shine as torches of God’s mercy in the world 

 In this past week something extraordinary happened in our lives. No, it wasn’t the fact that the Yellow Vests were able to 
bring about change in France or that the Brexit issue in England and the oil pipeline issue in Canada is dividing the country.  
No, it was the fact that we celebrated the 70th anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights; that journalists whose lives are 
threatened in many parts of the world have been honored as news-makers of the year by Time Magazine because they try to 
tell the truth to the world; it was that $850,000 was raised for food banks. And why were these latter marvelous deeds? 
Because they show that people wish to show “mercy” in concrete deeds! You may remember how Pope Francis said that 
“mercy is what pleases God most and so it must be lived out in our daily lives and be visible in the Church” and  that 
we are called “to shine as torches of God’s mercy in the world.” 
 On Friday evening we celebrated that Mercy of God for ourselves personally because God loves to forgive, rejoices like 
a parent who welcomes home a prodigal child. We came forward recognizing ourselves as sinners by calling out: “Lord, I am a 
sinner, come with your mercy!” God in Jesus reaches out to us, comes to us like he did to Bartemaeus, the blind beggar, in 
Mark 10: 46-52, and heals us fulfilling the words of Isaiah 41:13: “I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say 
to you, “Do not fear, I will help you.” We know that we need help, God’s and each other’s, because we do not journey alone. 
 The dark days which we live at the moment in the world, days of confusion and uncertainty, of violence, greed and 
distrust, which cause so much pain and worry to many ordinary people, also bring us in touch with our deepest yearnings for 
true peace and joy. Our Advent Wreath and our Jesse Tree remind us that together and with each other and together with 
Christians and people of good will everywhere, we are companions on a journey. And so we are like trusting pilgrims, waiting, 
hoping that the promises made to us will be fulfilled, that, in the midst of the darkness, light will envelop us and that mercy, 
the promised gift from eternity will be born within us and among us. 
 It is that aspect of expectant waiting which is so important to develop in us modern people who, on the one hand, have 
become so used to instant gratification and instant happening, and who, on the other hand, are people who seem so afraid, 
especially in these times. When people are afraid of their own and other people’s inner feelings, when people are afraid of other 
people, when people are afraid of the future, when we have all kinds of other fears and when we have become fearful people, 
we become people who have a hard time waiting and who are impatient. We become people who want to get away from where 
we are; we feel the need to act, to strike first. From the peaceful people we thought we were we soon become the aggressive, 
hostile and ultimately destructive individuals or peoples whom we abhor. The more fearful we are the less we are willing to wait. 
 In the Scriptures we are given models of persons who overcome their fears and who are freely willing to wait because 
they hold on to a promise, because they expect a future rather than fearing it. Just look at Mary expectantly waiting for the birth 
of God in her. Remember Zechariah and Elizabeth still waiting after all those years for the birth of a child; later Simeon and 
Anna waiting in the temple for something new and good happening to them and to their people. And then there are those long 
before them who trusted and waited with great expectancy: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the oppressed people in Egypt and later in 
exile in Babylon, etc. Jesus himself had to overcome his fears in the garden of Gethsemane and trust in the future God had 
promised: the redemption of humankind and the whole of creation through his suffering, death and resurrection. 
 Throughout history we have had other human models as examples, challenging us in our own lives. They are all models 
for us of patience, of a fundamental open-endedness, of a different way of living. Such an attitude comes from accepting to live 
our present situation to the fullest because we live believe that something hidden which is new and wonderful lies beyond the 
present. Let us remember that the word patience has the Latin root of “patir” which means to suffer. We sometimes need to 
“suffer” and live actively the present moment so that something new will manifest itself to us, so that something new that is of 
God will be born in us. Patient people can show us how to draw the best out of the present moment, how to look beyond the 
always limited horizon of our vision, to be open to all possibilities, to be open to the beauty and the divine being born in us. 
Meister Eckhart, the Dominican (OP) mystic at the end of the 13th, beginning of the 14th centuries wrote: “What good is 
it to me that Christ was born so many years ago, if he is not born daily in me?” 
Advent invites each one of us to let God’s mercy and tenderness become contagious so that we can be at peace, so that God 
can expand our hearts and our minds and our lives in order that we in turn can extend God’s tender mercies to others:  
“Be merciful just as your Father is merciful (Luke 6:36)”; “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy (Matthew 5:7).” 
Remember the concrete acts of corporal and spiritual works of mercy: feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the 
naked, shelter the homeless, visit the sick, the imprisoned, bury the dead; instruct the ignorant, counsel the doubtful, admonish 
sinners, bear wrongs patiently, forgive offences willingly, comfort the afflicted, pray for the living & the dead; be a source of joy.. 

Shalom Fr. Rolf OP 

3rd. SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 16, 2018 

Zephaniah 3:14-18a 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:10-18              

 

 4th.  SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 DECEMBER  23, 2018 

Micah 5:2-5a                                      

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 

 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN  OUR PARISH  
 

COLLECTIONS  
December 2 ..........................................$ 4,114 

December 9 ..........................................$ 3,062 

Pre-Authorized Debits  (Dec.) ..............$ 5,045 

Monthly Target ...................................  $ 25,000 
  

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS  
We’d like to share with you that our preference for 
flowers be made by donation of money so that  
flowers can be ordered. If you wish to donate for 
Christmas flowers, please place your donation in 
an envelope with your name and mark  
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS and place it in the 
Saturday/Sunday Mass collection basket. 
 

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS: DEC. 23 
We kindly request volunteers to set up Christmas 
decorations after the Dec. 23

rd. 
10:30 mass . 

 

FAREWELL FOR FR. THOMAS: DEC. 30 
We will be having a Farewell Potluck Celebration 
for Fr. Thomas after the 10:30am mass on 
December 30

th
.  Please bring a dish and enjoy 

some cake and wish Fr. Thomas a farewell. 
 

JOYEUX NOEL 
Celebrate Christmas at St. Jean-Baptiste Parish in 
French. Join Fr. Rolf Hasenack O.P. on Christmas 
Day: Mass at 1:30pm followed by a potluck.  New 
Year Jan 1

st 
Mass at 1:30pm followed by another 

potluck. Venez nous voir et partagez un repas! 
 
HOSPITAL EMERGENCY VISIT: VGH & JUBILEE 
Due to Fr. Stuart’s illness, please, call for a priest 
only when there is an emergency: 250-889-3761 
 

PLEASE KEEP THE THERMOSTAT DOWN 
A gentle reminder to groups using our meeting rooms to 
please turn thermostats down when you leave. Thanks. 
 

 
If it happened 

here, 
as it happened 

there… 
If it happened 

now,  
as it happened 

then… 
 

Who would have 
seen the miracle? 

 
Who would have 

brought gifts? 
 

Who would have 
taken Them in? 

 
 

From the book  
“A Northern Nativity”  
by William Kurelek 

 
 
 
 
 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!  
If you are considering  making  any donations to 
the parish or the Diocesan Appeal, in order to be 
eligible for 2018 tax benefit purposes, please 
submit by Dec. 30 to facilitate the bookkeeping 
process. Cheques must be dated 2018. 
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you for all generous donations at last 
week’s coffee fellowship which went to support 
the Christmas Dinner in Pasobolong to help feed 
the lepers. The donations raised $125.35. 
Thank you –The Follero Family 
 
MINISTRIES RESUME IN JANUARY 2019 
 Friendly Hours: Tues. Jan. 8 
 Taiji Qiong: Wed.. Jan. 9 
 Prayer Group: Thurs. Jan. 10 
 Faith Reflection: Mon. Jan. 14  
Movie 
Fr. Rolf: powerful movie “Of Gods and Men” by 
Xavier Beauvois, Cannes Grand Prix: Trappist 
monks in Algeria struggling with their consciences 
how to peaceably resist terrorism. Music from the 
mass and breviary by Andre Gouzes OP. The 
NCR: “film that you do not judge-it judges you.”  

ANAWIM HOUSE  
Just a reminder there is an “Anawim Box” in the 
foyer  for any offerings of good men’s clothing /
toiletries, etc. Anawim is also selling Christmas 
Trees at 973 Caledonia Ave in Victoria. 

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH  
 

MONDAY, DEC. 17  
1:00 pm Faith Reflection 
 

TUESDAY, DEC. 18  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
  

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 19  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

THURSDAY, DEC. 20  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
 

FRIDAY, DEC. 21  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
9:00 am Mass at Legion Manor 
 

SATURDAY, DEC. 22  
4:00 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SUNDAY, DEC. 23  
8:30 am Mass: Our Lady of Assumption  
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship  
11:30 am Samahan Christmas Gathering 
 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL  
It’s not too late...you can still make a pledge to the  
Diocesan Annual Appeal, Journey of Hearts & 
Hands if you have not already done so. So far  
139  pledges totaling $39,506 (86% of our goal 
of $46,000).  Thank you for your generosity. 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
MASS TIMES 

Monday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
  6:15 pm Carol singing 
  6:30 pm St. Elizabeth’s 

  8:30 pm Our Lady of 
Assumption 

 9:00 pm - St. Elizabeth’s 
(Please note the time!) 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 
 10:30am - St. Elizabeth’s 

 
Wed., Dec. 26  & Thurs., Dec. 27-  

  9:00 am - St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Friday Dec 28 -  9:00 am - St. 
Elizabeth’s  

 11:00 am S.P. Hospital 
 

Sat. Dec. 29 - 5:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Sun. Dec. 30 - 8:30 am Our Lady of 
Assumption, 

-10:30 am - St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30 am - Farewell for Fr. Thomas 

 
Mon. Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve - 7:00 

pm St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Tues., Jan. 1, 2019 New Year’s Day 
  10:30am - St. Elizabeth’s 

http://tinyurl.com/sppcal

