
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
  

SATURDAY, Nov 26  
3:30 pm Confessions (note time) 
4:30 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth (note time) 

SUNDAY, Nov 27 
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth, followed by  
                        K of C pancake breakfast 
 

TUESDAY, Nov 29 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth 

WEDNESDAY, Nov 30 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong  

THURSDAY, Dec 1 
9:00 am  Mass at St. Elizabeth 
12:30  CWL Meeting (XMAS PARTY!) 

FRIDAY, Dec 2 
9:00 am No Mass -  
                         Fr. Rolf on Pender Island 
 

SATURDAY, Dec 3 
3:30 pm Confessions  
4:30 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth  

  

  

 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take courses 
untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 

 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com 
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: Sat. 4:30 pm and Sunday 10:30 am. 
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Rd.: Sunday mass suspended 

temporarily           

WEEKDAY MASSES 

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tues., Wed., Thurs. & first Friday of the month:  9:00 am 
RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 3:30 – 4:00 pm or by appointment. 
 

Nov. 27, 2022 
My apology to Bishop Gary Gordon and to all of you for 
not having copied his letter to the People of God in our 
Diocese which he had sent almost three weeks ago.        
I had completely forgotten about it. Here it is: 
“Dear People of God,  
November begins with the feasts of All Saints and All 
Souls. As the light grows dim and the skies darken with 
winter storms, blowing leaves to the earth from which 
they came, this holy day puts before us sparks of light in 
the midst of darkness.  
The saints are heroes of light and hope for every age. 
Their lives were marked by trust and hope in God. In one 
way or another, they were exemplars of hope, 
announcing by their works the God of love and mercy, 
revealed in the Creator’s son, Jesus Christ. They most 
often gave their lives to the weak and wounded, to the 
vulnerable and marginal, seeking to liberate humanity 
from all afflictions, especially sin and death. Indeed, 
saints are the women and men of every time and age 
who see with the eyes of the Creator and act with the 
compassion of Jesus, always open to the Holy Spirit to 
guide and enlighten.  
During this month, we pray that the light of the example 
of the saints may help us to truly see our neighbour, and 
that we ourselves may be light for our neighbour’s feet on 
the pilgrimage of life.  
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Our faith invites us to consider deeply Christ’s response to the question: “who is my neighbour?” (Lk 10:29) How will I be a 
neighbour to the vulnerable and those abandoned by the side of the road?  
Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37) gives us a model for our response to the suffering and pain of body, 
mind, and soul. In the parable, a man fell into the hands of bandits, was robbed and beaten, and left for dead. We too know 
people who have fallen into sickness and trauma, which robs them of health and well-being and leaves them at the side of 
the road of life, experiencing loss and feeling half-dead. Ill health represents a real suffering, a trauma of body, mind, soul.  
The Samaritan’s response to come alongside, to alleviate suffering, and to invest his own resources to treat the wounds 
and accompany his neighbour, is in sharp contrast to those who are indifferent or too busy with their lives or concerns of 
ritual purity. The Samaritan, not knowing whether the half-dead man would survive or die from his wounds, responded with 
compassion, with the “first aid” of oil, wine, and by transporting the man to the inn for more intensive and long-term care.  
One could say this parable is about a continuum of care, which required an expenditure of time, talent and treasure on the 
part of the Samaritan. The Good Samaritan represents the highest human response to people who are robbed of health 
and strength: applying our resources to rescue the broken and ill from abandonment on the side of the road. The Catholic 
faith continues to clearly and unequivocally promote the best possible continuum of health care to those who experience 
being robbed of good health.  
It is notable for our particular time that the Samaritan did not offer to alleviate the suffering of the nearly-dead robbed 
person with euthanasia (“medical assistance in dying”, or MAID). The teaching of the Ten Commandments is clear and 
unequivocal: “Thou shalt not kill”. Our faith continues to clearly and unequivocally reject euthanasia (MAID) and assisted 
suicide as a response to pain and suffering of body, mind, and soul. 
The Samaritan came close to the robbed person. He leaned in and attended to the one who was robbed of health and 
strength. This is the obviously human response to suffering and pain, and to the existential suffering of individuals whose 
sense of loss of control or the feeling of being a burden to family and friends creates an anguish of soul. Leaving a person 
abandoned by the side of the road of existence when robbed of health and strength is never the choice of a good neighbour 
or a just and caring civil society.  
The ideology of euthanasia (MAID) is understandable on many levels in contemporary society, as the experience of loss 
and abandonment is a powerful force of fear and anxiety. We cannot judge the level of fear and anguish in a person’s heart 
who chooses euthanasia (MAID). However, we can say unequivocally to the faithful Catholic people of God that choosing 
euthanasia (MAID) is never a choice that is the will of the Creator, as revealed in the sacred texts of divine revelation, the 
Word of God, and the constant teaching of the Catholic and Apostolic faith.  
The end of life and the burden of advancing age with the resulting diminishment of mind and body can be a fearful horizon. 
Christ himself in His agony on the cross cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mt 27:46). Despite the 
great advances in health care technologies and the commitment of a just society to do good and avoid harm, we will all 
experience real crosses. Yet our faith holds to the path of Christ, to be baptized into His death, so as to share in His 
resurrection from the dead to eternal life. The light overcomes the darkness; engagement and love like that of the saints 
makes a difference.  
Let us use this month of November as a holy time to consider the state of our souls and our relationship with God, and our 
preparedness for our own health care needs and for our death itself.  
1) Be reconciled with God, family and friends.  
2) Have a current health care representative agreement in place (eg, 
https://www.health.gov.bc.ca/library/publications/year/2020/MyVoice-AdvanceCarePlanningGuide.pdf). It is important to 
name a person in this document, a family member or a trusted friend – a Good Samaritan – who knows our wishes and will 
act consistently with the health care ethics of the Catholic faith (eg, 
https://www.chac.ca/documents/422/Health_Ethics_Guide_2013.pdf).  
3) Choose a trusted person to make financial and legal decisions on your behalf should you become incapable, and grant 
this person an enduring power of attorney.  
4) Have a last will and testament, and be clear about your wishes regarding your funeral and the pastoral care of your 
remains (https://www.rcdvictoria.org/funerals-and-burials), and the spiritual consolation of your family and friends.  
 



This month offers a real invitation to be renewed in faith and trust in our Creator. “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father” (Mt 10:29). Jesus is among us as friend and brother on 
the road of life. Jesus is among us as savior and Lord of life and death. Jesus is our light in times of darkness. Jesus is the 
Way, giving hope for the pilgrim journey. Jesus is the Truth, giving meaning to our existence. Jesus is the Life, for our lives 
now and forever.  
Entrusting ourselves to Mary our mother, we say in all trust: “Pray for us now and at the hour of our death”. Amen.  
In Communion,  
Most Reverend Gary Gordon, Bishop of Victoria” 
 
We offer condolences to the family and pray for the repose of the soul of : 
Irma Johns who died on November 16, 2022 
 
COMMUNAL  PENITENTIAL - RECONCILIATION SERVICES 

1. Tuesday Nov. 29 at 7:00 pm at Sacred Heart at the end of the Advent Mission preached by our Bishop 

Gary Gordon on the theme of “HOPE”. 

2. Friday December 16 at 7:00 pm in our Parish of St. Elizabeth 

 
MESSAGE FROM TANZANIA 
“Dear Father Rolf, 
Catriona and I have recently returned from Tanzania. While there, had 
an opportunity to meet up with Father Dan. Despite his many ailments 
and accidents (16 operations in recent years, skin and prostate cancer, 
heart issues and a recent broken leg) plus the ravages of Father Time 
(he’s now 86), he is in good spirits and ever-grateful for the support 
provided by the generous congregation of St. Elizabeth’s. Following are 
quotes from a letter we’ve just received.  
“Thank you both and all the loving people who have joined up with you to 

keep me alive over the last few years”. ”Thank you, thank you again and again. What would I do without all you 
loving and kind people in far away Canada?” He is not exaggerating; without the support provided by St. Elizabeth 
he, sadly, would not have the resources to survive. Please feel good parishioners. You are supporting a good, 
kind and generous soul. And you’ll all be glad to know there’s enough in the kitty to keep him going until June, 
2023. (However, he did tell me that he “hopes to see 90” !)  Chris Harker” 
 
GIFT CARDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
The ever popular Gift Cards raising funds for work in South Sudan are available until Christmas. For a donation 
of at least $20 to Hanti Sidra One Global Family for the work we support in South Sudan, you can receive a 
card that makes a perfect gift for a friend or family member. You also will receive a tax receipt. So for a donation 
of $100, you can choose up to five different themed cards.  This year they are: A Gift of Food, A Gift of Learning, 
A Gift of New Skills, A Gift of Peace, and A Gift of Water.   They will be available after mass at St. Elizabeth's 
Church each Saturday and Sunday until December 18.  You can also make donations and order cards by 
contacting Stephanie Schroeder at 250-655-3635 or emailing hantisidra@gmail.com  
A total of $4,095 was raised at our bake sale and luncheon held after mass on Sunday, November 20 and 
more is coming in.  Thank you so much for your wonderful support. 
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CLOTHING FOR UKRAINE 
Robert Herchak who is working with Ukrainian refugees is asking for donations of winter clothing (jackets, 
sweaters, mitts, socks etc.) for women and children. Please drop them off in the St. Vincent de Paul box in the 
foyer of the church. Also if someone has room to host a family – mostly women and children, please let Maryanne 
Tomashewski know by calling 250-655-0681.  
 
2023 BUDGET - PLEASE REVIEW 
A joint meeting of members from the Parish Council and the Finance Committee met to discuss and review the 
2023 Budget. The proposed bare minimum budget is posted on the bulletin board at St. Elizabeth’s. You can click 

and review on this link:  2023 Budget Please, submit any comments by e-mail to spparish@shaw.ca  
 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST: NOV 27 after 10:30am Mass 
 

VIA CHORALIS CONCERT NOV 27 at 3:30PM at ST. ELIZABETH’S 
The Via Choralis Choir is excited to present Generations of Love. We shall be joined by the Campus View 
Elementary School choir of about forty voices. Each choir will sing a set, then the two will combine for an 
exciting finale. Via Choralis has a new leader, Jody Onuma who replaces Nickolas Fairbank, who retired last 
spring. Jody teams with Jousef Shudian, our collaborative and, yes, our own pianist. Jody’s musical mastery 
and energy will make this a rewarding musical event. Tickets ($20 for adults, 12 and under: free) may be 
purchased at the door or at: Tanner's Books, 2436 Beacon Ave.  Visit : <HTTPS://viachoralis.ca/concerts>   
 
CWL XMAS PARTY and MEETING: Thursday Dec. 1 at 12:30pm 
All ladies and members of the Catholic Women’s League are invited to attend this party on Thursday Dec. 1 at 
12:30 – 2:00 pm.  We'll celebrate this most holy season, meet our new President, Fatima Warner, and most 
importantly socialize with fellow members. Coffee and tea will be provided, but donations of goodies to share are 
greatly appreciated. If you have a friend who is keen to learn more about the Catholic Women’s League, please 
bring them along - all ladies are welcome! Susan Nawrocki, treasurer. 
 
KIDS CORNER !!   Click here for November 27, 2022 Children's Liturgy 
 
CHRISTMAS 2022 AT ANAWIM HOUSE !! 
Your continued generosity in support of Anawim Companions Society for so many years is very much 
appreciated. You have always answered the “cry of the poor” and helped us provide a safe environment for those 
seeking to make positive changes in their lives. As you are all aware the need for this support is becoming greater 
with more challenges. This Christmas, as we have for more so many years, we would like to continue to provide a 
“family” Christmas dinner and gift giving. This will take place on December 16th. 
We are asking for your help with donations of NEW warm winter clothing. There will be a decorated 
donation box in the entrance to your Church starting November 26th until December 18th.  
If you would like to make a donation and are unable to attend your Church you can contact Anawim House at 
info@anawimhouse.com  You can also call 250 382-0283. If you would prefer to make a financial donation you 
can donate through https://www.anawimhouse.com/donations/?preview=true or by mail to Anawim House, 973 
Caledonia Ave. Victoria, B.C. V8T 1E7. 
The very popular Island grown, fresh cut Christmas trees will be on sale at the house from NOVEMBER 30TH  
Mon.-Fri.: 10am to 8pm, Saturday: 9am to 7pm, Sunday: 11am to 6pm.  
 
NEW 2023 MISSALS AVAILABLE - $5.00 

 The new Liturgical Year begins next Sunday Nov. 27, the First Sunday of Advent.  Price: $ 5.00 
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DIOCESAN  BISHOP’S APPEAL – “GROWING TOGETHER” – Parish Goal: $ 58,000 
The 2022 Appeal theme, Growing Together, invites us to trust that the Holy Spirit continues to work in 
us and through us. The goal of this year’s Appeal encourages us to create a welcoming Church that 
brings people from all backgrounds and generations together in community and faith. Your pledge will 
also benefit our parish.  Twenty (20%) of whatever is raised will come back to the Parish. Our 
Parish project will be to repair and paint in 2023 at an estimated cost of about $20,000 the wood 
siding which surrounds the roof of St. Elizabeth church. This essential maintenance work was 
done the last time in 2008. Please give prayerful consideration towards our Appeal and know that you 
are making a significant difference right here at home in our Diocese. Appeal envelopes are available 
in the foyer and once filled can be left in the basket at the door. You may also receive one in the mail. If 
paying by cheque, please make it payable to “Bishop’s Appeal”   
For information: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/growing-together-2022  

Where we are to date: we’re now at 24.2 % of our target!!: 55 participants have pledged to date: $14,030  
Saanich Peninsula Parish goal is: $58,000. We need to have at least 200 participants!  
The parish share has not changed and continues with: 

 Every dollar raised up to the goal – 20% is for the parish project. 

 Every dollar raised above the goal – 80% is for the parish project. 
 
 
K OF C CHARITY APPEAL 
The K of C Charity Appeal ticket sales is on! Ticket are only $5:1st Prize of a 2023 Toyota RAV 4, and other cash 
prizes. The next early bird draw is on November 28, so it's not too late to still win! Tickets can only be bought 
online with a credit card, by going to the website: www.KofCDraw.net/C9703. Funds raised used to support local 
charities and the Bishops of BC, with the main draw on January 28. Thank you in advance for your support! If you 
need help purchasing tickets, please contact Jim Williams (250-656-9658; jim.williams@smus.ca). 
 
MASS LIVESTREAM 
For those unable to attend Mass in person, we invite you to celebrate Mass weeknights  (Mon.-Fri.) at St. 
Andrew’s Cathedral at 7:00 pm and on Sundays at 9:00 am via livestream by clicking on: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/events/dailymasslivestreamed  
Please note the following upcoming changes to the regular livestream schedule: 
- Tuesday, November 29: Livestream of penitential service instead of Mass 
 
PARISH  FINANCES 
A major drainage problem in the northern driveway which caused flooding last November in our driveway and 
heating ducts, was repaired by Earthservice Drainmaster for  $8,987.01, less than expected. However, the 
perimeter drains in the area still need to be replaced at an estimated cost of $ 17,250.00 plus tax. This 
does not include the repaving costs. Thank you to Michael Kipot for his advice and for overseeing the project.  
We are all affected by the higher cost of living especially those who are on a fixed income; the parish is 
also. As you well know a five or ten dollar bill is worth only a fraction of what it used to be ten or even five 
years ago. If at all possible we would like to continue to be able to reach out and support the several local 
and international communities who are much more in need than we are and whom we have helped for a 
number of years in their essential educational and formation needs. Please, remember that our Parish’s 
financial needs and costs are the same whether you are there on the weekend or not. The Parish thanks 
you for continuing and/or possibly increasing your weekly/monthly donations.  Your generosity is helping 
the Parish to pay its bills and to continue to help people in need. 
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